THE GROW NG SEASON | N ALBUQUERQUE
Nat i onal Weat her Service

The terrain of the Al buquerque Metropolitan Area (AMA) produces a
di verse growi ng season across the R o Gande Valley, from the
Sandia Foothills to the Wst Mesa.

Ceneral ly, the grow ng season is shortest in the valley, where cold
air drainage leads to earlier freezes in the autum, and |ater
freezes in the spring. Lack of data prevents real precise average
dates of first and last freezes in the foothills, but |ong-term
records at the Al buquerque International Airport (elevation 5300
feet) can be used for an accurate assessnment of the grow ng season
for a large portion of the city.

Due to the cold air drainage into the valley, early norning
tenperatures tend to be about five degrees higher over the heights
and west nesa. However, as you clinb higher into the eastern
foothills, this trend eventually reverses. Consequently, it
appears that the growi ng season in the Foothills, above 6000 feet,
is not nmuch different fromthe valley.

The nost extensive tenperature records in the city are those from
t he National Wather Service. However, from 1893 until 1931, the
instruments were noved from place to place, ranging from el evations
of 4950 feet to 5100 feet. Since 1931, conplete records have been
kept at the site now known as Al buquerque International Airport.

Per haps the conpl ete records can be seen as the extreme scenari o,
while records since 1931 can be viewed as accurate for nost
pur poses.

Since 1893, the earliest freeze on record was on Septenber 18

1912. The | atest freezes on record were May 27, 1917 and May 27,
1918. The | atest date for the first freeze of the autum was
Novenber 20, 2001. The earliest date for the |last freeze of the
spring was March 15, 2001 (though technically, this is still
considered winter). The follow ng tables give dates that shoul d be
nmore meani ngful for different sections of the Mddle R o G ande
Val | ey.

As you can see from the data, the average grow ng season in
Al buquerque has increased by approximately two weeks in recent
years.



Average Dates of the last freeze in Spring

LOCATI ON

ABQ Ai rport

ABQ Foothills
ABQ Sout h Val | ey
Corral es

Los Lunas
Bernalillo
Sandi a Par k

Average Dates of the first freeze i

LOCATI ON

ABQ Ai rport

ABQ Foothills
ABQ Sout h Val | ey
Corral es

Los Lunas
Bernalillo
Sandi a Par k

1931- 1990

Apri

May

4
3
13
8
3
13

18

1931- 1990
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober

26
8
9
1
16
13
1

1991- 200
April 10
April 26
April 25
May 5

April 30
April 25
May 5

n Aut umm

1991- 200
Novenber
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober
Cct ober

Aver age Length of the G ow ng Season

LOCATI ON

ABQ Ai r port

ABQ Foothills
ABQ Sout h Val | ey
Corral es

Los Lunas
Bernalillo
Sandi a Par k

1931- 1990

188
154
156
138
158
160
138

days
days
days
days
days
days
days

1991- 200
204 days
170 days
172 days
156 days
174 days
176 days
156 days

1

1
3
16
17
9
24
21
9

1



