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Welcome
Fellow Citizens of Southwest Louisiana and Southeast Texas,

On behalf of the National Weather Service in Lake Charles, I am

pleased to present the Southwest Louisiana and Southeast Texas

Hurricane Survival Guide. This Hurricane Guide will provide you with

excellent resources as you prepare for the 2007 hurricane season.

Besides providing historical documentation on past hurricanes that has

affected the region, information on the various hurricane hazards will

be provided. Essential tracking charts and evacuation maps are also

provided for your reference.

2007 marks the 50th anniversary of Hurricane Audrey. As we reflect on

the devastating impacts of this hurricane, let us take this opportunity to

develop our own hurricane plan. This guide will help prepare you in this

endeavor.

Sincerely, 

Andy Patrick

Meteorologist in Charge

Guide created and edited by Donovan Landreneau, Forecaster, with contributions from Forecasters Lance Escudé & Joe Rua.

This publication can be obtained at:  http://www.srh.weather.gov/lch/tropical/2007LCHHurricaneGuide.pdf

Booklet background satellite image is Hurricane Rita nearing maximum intensity. Image from NASA.

Cover radar image of Hurricane Audrey is a mosaic of 23cm Air Force radars across the region. Image from Texas A&M.

Cover radar image of Hurricane Rita from the National Weather Service.
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About Hurricanes

TROPICAL CYCLONE is a general term used to describe a tropical depression, tropical storm, or

hurricane.

TROPICAL WAVE or TROPICAL DISTURBANCE is a collection of thunderstorms in the tropics without a

closed circulation. An average of a 100 of these systems cross the Atlantic each season.

TROPICAL DEPRESSION is an un-organized cyclone with winds less than 39 mph.

TROPICAL STORM is a better organized cyclone with winds between 39 and 73 mph.

HURRICANE is a well organized cyclone with winds of 74 mph or greater.

TROPICAL STORM/HURRICANE WATCH is issued when these conditions are POSSIBLE within 36

hours.

TROPICAL STORM/HURRICANE WARNING is issued when these conditions are EXPECTED within 24

hours.

Hurricane Terminology

The Atlantic hurricane season begins June 1st,

and lasts through November 30th. Tropical

storm and hurricane formation increases

significantly by August, with the peak of the

season usually reached on September 10th.

Activity begins to decline significantly towards

the end of October. The earliest tropical storm

to strike our area was May 30, 1959, with the

latest being Hurricane Juan on October 29,

1985; both coming ashore in South Central

Louisiana.

1851-2005 Atlantic Tropical Cyclones
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