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History of the NWSHistory of the NWS
Established in 1870 under the direction of 
the Signal Corps 
Transferred to the Department of Agriculture 
in 1890 and called the Weather Bureau.
Transferred to the Department of Commerce 
in 1940
Renamed the National Weather Service in 
1970 under National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
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History Rewritten?History Rewritten?
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122 National Weather Service 122 National Weather Service 
Forecast Offices Cover the USAForecast Offices Cover the USA
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32 NWS Forecast Offices 32 NWS Forecast Offices 
in the Southern Regionin the Southern Region
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Benefits of Your Local WFOBenefits of Your Local WFO
Local Area Expertise For:

More Accurate Forecasts and Warnings
Outreach 
–– Public awareness supports our mission deliveryPublic awareness supports our mission delivery

Greater Service to Public and Partners
Better Climate Services
Homeland Security – Provide mesoscale 
support during incidents 
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Local WFO OperationsLocal WFO Operations
Delivers the major part of the NWS mission
Issue all weather warnings, watches and 
advisories for their local area
122 offices in U.S.A.
Station comprised of 20 to 25 staff members

The best weather expertise for your local areaThe best weather expertise for your local area
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Regional Operations CenterRegional Operations Center
Shifts regional 
resources to 
events
Conducts briefings 
with NWS offices 
and EM 
community
Source for NWS 
interviews in 
support of WFOs
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Origin of Texas WeatherOrigin of Texas Weather
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Texas has more tornados
than any state in the Union
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The Waco Tornado The Waco Tornado -- May 11, 1953May 11, 1953

F-5 tornado moved 
through downtown
114 killed
More than 600 injured
Roughly 200 
businesses were 
destroyed.
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The Jarrell Tornado The Jarrell Tornado –– May 27, 1997May 27, 1997

Multiple vortex F-5 
tornado moved 
through Jarrell
27 killed
Few injuries
¾ mile wide tornado
Complete destruction 
down to the foundation 
of Double Creek 
Estates subdivision 
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People and Science make the differencePeople and Science make the difference

Fort Worth/Arlington
F3 Tornado 

March 28, 2000
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People and Science make the differencePeople and Science make the difference

We can see the 
wind field in 
thunderstorms
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WFO Performance Saves LivesWFO Performance Saves Lives
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The Doppler differenceThe Doppler difference
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Tornado Warning Lead TimeTornado Warning Lead TimeTornado Warning Lead Time
Prior to

Doppler Radar
Prior to

Doppler Radar
During

Installation
During

Installation
WFOs become fully FunctionalWFOs become fully Functional
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Weather Weather 
on on 

the Webthe Web
NWS Doppler Radar 
images are 
available for every 
radar from
www.srh.weather.gov
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NWS SR Internet SiteNWS SR Internet Site

www.srh.weather.gov
Serves as a one-stop source of weather 
information.
Developed with the both - partners and 
general users - in mind
– Easy navigation
– Data given in the manner you need it. 

Increases public visibility of NWS mission 
and services
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NWS SR Internet SiteNWS SR Internet Site

Forecasts obtained by 
either postal zip code, 
city/state search, or by 
point and click maps
Weather Information in 
clear, concise format
Emphasizes local 
weather expertise
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NWS NWS 
Internet ForecastsInternet Forecasts

Quick Forecast informationQuick Forecast information

Latest Weather AdvisoriesLatest Weather Advisories

Current Weather ConditionsCurrent Weather Conditions

Radar and SatelliteRadar and Satellite

Quick Forecast TextQuick Forecast Text
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JetStream JetStream 
An OnlineAn Online

Weather SchoolWeather School

Designed to help 
anyone interested 
in learning 
about weather

Click on the JetStream logo
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Flood and Flash Flood 
Safety Campaign
Over 30 partners 
representing local, 
regional, and national 
organizations
Launched in May 2003 
by NWS Southern 
Region for the Nation

Turn Around Don’t Turn Around Don’t DrownDrownTMTM

Click on this logo
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The Future of the NWSThe Future of the NWS
“Forecast improvement will be through 

mesoscale (local scale) decision making.”

With use of local models and expertise, we will be 
able to meet increasing public and private partner 
needs for accuracy
Warning Decision Support System 2 (3-5 Yrs)
Phased Array Radar (long term)
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National Weather ServiceNational Weather Service
“…government closest to the people, “…government closest to the people, 

governs best.”governs best.”
- President George W. Bush

Applied to the NWS:
Government closest to the people, Government closest to the people, 

serves bestserves best
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Questions?
Bill.Proenza@noaa.gov

(817) 978-1000

www.srh.weather.gov

Would you like copies of the slides?

At Left Margin Click on: Welcome from the Director
At Left Margin Click on: “Texas Weather”
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GO Frogs GO Frogs 
beat beat 

Southern MissSouthern Miss


