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| On Jnuay 16 | participded in the
dedicaion atWFO Tampa By of a
-~ new NWR marine trasmiter.
Ar‘ Co-sponsored bythe NWS and
NOAA Fisheries, the diional
trangamitter further extendsseaviceto
the marine community off the west
| cental Floridacoast. Theeemony
was well attended with
repreentatives from NOAA
Fishetes and NOAA’s Aircaft
Opeations Center, in addition to our
& NWS staff. Thes wa exensive
meda coverage of the event. The
progam includel remaks from
NOAA Administrator lautenbaher,
the Assisant Administrator for
Fisheries Bill Hogarth, aad myself.

There are five other NWR marine
trangmitters, three in Calif oria, one in Washington and ore in Massa&husdts. In my remaks |
noted:

LA



http://www.srh.noaa.gov/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ftproot/topics/html/topics.html

Fifty-two perentof the population otthe United States, about 150 million people,
live in coastal counties and - to ada extent - therealready servel by exiding
wedher ralios. Howeve | am particulaly interested in how & mayfurther
improve marinaveaher sevices &ross oufargecoastaareas in the Gulf states and
the sautheastan United Setes. At WFO TampaBay - jud as & dl NWS forecast
Offices in the nation - wareshowingthat “governmat closest to the peoplerses
bed.” Our dedicated gaff here a this dffice will ensure timely forecasts watches,
wamings ad specibwedher statements are on tNEVR throudhout the Tampa &y
area and theoasthwaters of west-entrd Florida And working doselywith NOAA
Fisheriesthey will ensureother critical informaion for themarinecommunity is dso
broadcast.

To give youanideaof thevolumeof marinerelaed foreasts and staments wera
talking about - the Tampa Bay WFO issues an average of more than 2,000 marine
products eeh year. Ournationhassomeof the most activeral sevee weatherin the
world, and entrd Florida is known as the thunderstorm antiiigng @pital of the
nation. This ar@ also ha one of the higest tropical staon threats in the coastal
United States. This new atherradioprovidesheaddedadvantge of getting vital
NOAA Marine Fisheresinformationout tomoreof themarine ommunity, whee
theywork da after day- at sea

NEW MIC. | ampleasel to announcea reent Méeorologst-in-Charg appointment.Justin

Weaver hasbeenappminted Meteorologist-in-Charge & WFO Lubbock. Judin dbtained a BS
degreem meteorology from Central Michiganandbegan is NWS career a anintem at WSFO

Lubbock in 190. Heearned an MS deggree from Texas Tech and seved as the savice hydrologist

and latemaseniorforecaste atthe WSFO before movingto WFODetroit. Hereturnel to Lubbock
in 2001 as theTlO. His dutiehavegiven him broadexperiencewith all types of seereweaher,

and in additbnhe haghe ®mewhat uniquexperiencef coodinating wth our partnes in both the
Mexican (nterndgional Bounday and Water Commissbn) and Candian (Lake Huron)

meteorological savices.

IFPS

TWO NEW GRIDS. Two newgrid elemats are equiral byFebruay 24: wind gust, ad 20 foot
wind speed iad diredion. There is aesouce Web pageon the SRH FPS Web sé& which was
created from recommendationsfrom the Text Formatter Team:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/cwivmsd/gridresources.html
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WFO HUNTSVILLE PRODUCING GFE STYLE GRAPHICAL HWOs. Senior foreaste

Chris Darden and forecater Bian Cacione ecently completed the deelopment of egraphial

HWO covering dl weathe threatsthat is produced and disseminated daly via GFE. Using GFE to

producethe HWO has mlted in a more fecient way of providing this valuable wather
information to local EMASs, mediand uses in the TennesseVdley. The gaphial HWOs are
availableon the WFO Huntsville Web site.

CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISION

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

MARINE

NEW ORLEANS WORK BOAT SHOW. WFO New Orleas foreaste Tim Erickson #ended
the NewOrleans Work Boat Show on Demmber5 as a miane woker usinghis commercia
fisherman’s license Tim used the opportunityp getafed for whatwasbeingusedandsaidin the
marine @vironment about NWS servicesdaproducts.

Tim md several people and companies  adaly basisand heard good things aout the forecasts
we create. He dso asked private weather companies wha they thaught ebout NWS pioducts. Only
one said thegctudly use he maringoroducts tamend omodifytheir own,”...theyareused as sort
of aguidelinefor what weissue..” The otherswere more guarded inther comments but generaly
indicated theywere avareof NWS products. Tim collected masgecificcomments that will be
espeally helpful to local mane opeations at the WFO.

6TH ANNUAL CARIBBEAN BOAT SHOW. WFO San Juan participated in the 6th Anhua
Caribbea Bod Show at Puerto del Reaylarina in CeibaPueto Rico, last month. Forexsters
EmestoMoraes,AndyRodce Wdter Sndl, Rdael Mojica, andvisitingforecaste from TPC/NHC,
Jorge Aauirre Echevarria share exhibi responsibilitesduringthe threedayevent, poviding free
materids while also answeng marines’ and visitors’ questions. This is the lasgboat show in the
Caribbea, atendancevas atimated at around 12,000qpe, and bout 500 visied the WFO booth.
Mariners wereinterested in the upening NQAA WeatherRadio broadasts fromSt. Croix and
Culebra.

SNOWFALL CLIMATOLOGY FOR TALLAHASSEE. WFO Tal ahassee limate servicdocd
point Tim Bary was inerviewed for a articlein the FloridaState Universitystudent newspape
theFSViewandFlorida Flambeay snowfall climatolog for the Tallahasse aea. Mayfads and
figures usd for the aticle were placed on theVFO Web site:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/tae/snowrht
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HOW COLD HAS IT BEEN SO FAR IN YOUR STATE? WFO Atlanta stablished and
maintains a minimumempeaturemapfor Geogia for thewinter of 2003/2004. On th&/FO'’s
climate pagausercaneasilyseewhat the lowst minimum temperaturkas bee so farthis winter
for various stes aound Georgia. A written narrative deails weaher events assaiated with cold
outbreaks, and dso has links to sone wintertime minimum tempeatures from previous years.
(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ffc/htdbldest3.shtnl

MARDI GRAS CLIMATOLOGY. The good tnesassociaté with Mardi Gra wed will soon
berollingin theNew Oreansarea, with Fat Tuesday around thecomer. WFO New Orleansclimate
servicefocd point Robert Ricks has ppaed a Madi Gras climatologyfor New Orleans for
Februay 13-24. Robertis ophistic this pag will help prgarethe hundrds of thousands of Mdr
Gras usitors for what weather to expet in theBig Easy during dl outdoor events Thepageis &:
http://www.g'h.noaa.gov/lixhtml/MardiGras/mardigras04.htm

CLIMATE SERVICES PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCY UNITS. As part ofthe
Professional Deslopment Series, NWSH Cliamte Sevices Division has preped six different
Professonal Compéency Units (PCUs) to improve thelocal knowledge of climate a the WFOs
Eachof the $x PCUs @n beviewed &: http://www.nwstc.noaa.gdrwstm/d.ntp/meteor/clipds.html

LOCAL CLIMATE DATA SITES EXPANDED. Using the ANVIPS Climate Program WFO
Fort Worth has aailableon their Web site the monthBreliminaryLocal Climate D& (NWS F-6
form) for all 12 of the AOS sites within their CountiyarningArea. h addition to egandingthe
amount of climate da avaable totheir customers, this also allows the WFO to customize local
climate datdor locdions that are rebyto aparticula NOAA WeatheRadiotransmitter.This can
beviewed &: http://www.gh.noaa.gov/fwd/f6.htm

SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS AND OUTREACH

Career Day a Hit in Deep South Texas. WFO Brownsville DAPM Jm Campbell, ASA Rachel
Gutierrezand HMT Sam Martinez particigad in the Clearater, Cromack, DeCastillo, Gaden
Park, Gaza, Longoria, Pere, Ruteghat, Sharpid Victoria Heights Elementar$schools Cargdday

in South Teas. TheWFO Brownsville trio provided intexctive Ehgish and Spanish (Sam and
Raché briefings on areer pdahs in meteoroloyy which wee ethusiasticallyattended by
approximatelyl,500 fifth gades.
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Severe Weather Safety Plan Reviewed in Alabama. WFO Brminghan MIC Ken Gr&am
reviewed the severe weather safety plan and provided an informative severe weather safety

presatation to ovefl50employesof theGeogia Pacificplantin Belk, Alabama Plant emploges
wererequired to take thetraining as part of ther sdety avareness pogram. As part of thar sdety

plan review, Ken toured thre undeground tornado shiers in placearound thelant. The sheltes
have ben desiged to hold evegremploye dumg any given shift. h fad, the GP plant hass own

sirens to war emploes offire, tomado or terorist attack. Each ew (wedher or nonweaher)

has its own unique tone. Tipant managrs, who eployed the pinciples and ateria of the
succasful NWSStormReadyprogam, are interested ganing the covete reognition to reward
thar stdf for theexcdlent jobin preparing for theworst.

WFO Birmingham Partners with Alabama Emergency Management. = WFO Brmingham
WCM Jason Wrigh, forecaste Michad Scotten and SCEP KristiHurley attended thé.etting
Emergncy Managment Mee Others’ Needs Emigency Prepaedness &ir & NicholsLawson
Middle School in $lacauga, Alabana. Visitors of the NWS booth gikaywere treated to a tornado
simulation dlamber and were also providé a preentation which)glained WFO Bmingham’s
warning and forecast opeations A variety of weather-related autreach and preparedness tandouts
were dso provided to atendees of the WFO Birmingham booth display.

WFO Birmingham Debuts New FloodReady Program. MIC Kenneth Graham, hydrologist
Roge McNell, foreasterMichad Garrison and WCM JasonWright attended &loodRedy town
meetingin Wadely Alabama Wackly will become theifst city in the U.S. to ga FloodReady
reagnition. This FloodReadprogam was developed byRoge McNel and Michad Gariison.
Approximately 30 people attended the event moderated by Donnie Knight, Rendolph Caunty EMA
coordindor. Presatations weranade byAPC, Alabama PowelCOE, EMA, NWS, and USGS
officials.

WFO Huntsville partners with Randy Owen with country group Alabama. WFO Huntsvll e
WCM Tim Troutman reentlycompleted &ublic Service Annoumenent (P3) project with Randy
Owen fom the countrynusic goup Alabana. Rangt Owen completed PSAs for theational
Weather Sefice involving flooding, sevee waatherand torndoes NOAA Weaher Radio and
hurricane saéty. Copies of the complade®?SAs wil be mailedto dl radiostations inAlabamafor
air playin support of 2004 sevemwetherawaenes week.

Winter Weather Highlighted in WFO Lubbock School Outreach. WCM Ed Calianese s the
feaured speker & the monthlymeetng of the South Rlins Association of Pupil Transpartan.
This asociatioris maleup of representtives from manyf the hdependet School Districts who
detemine the diretion of the Texas Panhandle students$gortation progam. The preentation
focusel on the winter wathe climatolog/ of the rg@ion, NWS operaions and products, winter
weather forecasting challengesin the TexasParhandle, winter weather preparedness, ard the long-
term outlook for the wmter and spgng. Ed’'s presentation willlikely result in a numbeof sevee
weather safety and basc gotter presertations for school bus drivers this spring.
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WFO Amarillo Launches Interactive NWR Program for Kids. The progam, @alled “Kids
Wedéaher Hour,” dlows students to submit weather-related questions to be answered by Amarillo
NWS neteoplogists. The gusions ae amwered live on NOAA Wegher Radio (NVR) eveay
Friday, betwe@ 9 and10a.m. To participde, areaschoolteatersregstertheir classor school for
an avdable date. @ce egstered, kids g on-line to submit their questions and the localSli&am
prepaes aswers, ile anotheteam igesponsible fothe Ive on-airdelivery. The student, teher
and sdool are recognized as each question is read and answered. Local WCM Steve Dirill ette
anticipates theilot progam will be a gea wayto promote NWR and becoméueatel to the value
of NWR.

Birmingham Forecaster Goes Back to School! WFO Brmingham lead foecaster John De Block
traveled toMontgomery to provide educationd outreach to hisdaughte'sfifth gradeclass. Onhis
wayfrom the ofice to the classroom, hian into his son, who realized that his leily giade sence
class lad dsojus begunthar weather ssgment. Before hewasfinished talkingto thefifth graders,
he wa on the schedule talk to the ghthgrades. Johngladly acepted the opptunity, huddled
with theteader, aad modified his presertian to meet her rezls. Thanks to his flexilty, the
number ofstudents reached doubled and two children were proud to say their dad works for the
NWS!

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATION

WFO Huntsville 2003 Partners Report Completed. Forecaste Prisdll a Bridengine recently
competed an extersive oureach project involving the comgetion o the first WFO Huntswvll e
Partnerseport. This rport detailed bhof WFO Huntsville’s 2003 axomplishments and activities
since comgdeting thespgn-up as aWFO on Jamay 14, 2003. The repat wasdisseminated to dl
county EMA directors, madiaand other rdated patnesacross noth Alabamaand sauthern middle
Tennessee.

MEDIA/PUBLIC EXTERNAL SUPPORT

WFO Tampa Bay Strengthens Partnership with Area TV Meteorologists. A spetal threehour
workshop wa held at the WFO Tapa Bay last month to dicuss the Gphical Foreast Editor
(GFE), veification statistics, chargg to productsral servics, instant messagy duing tropical
events, ad rada interpetation of seve weather for pulse storms.n laddition, the eigt TV
meteorologsts in attendance gpvided feedbak that will allow WFO Tampa Bay to serve thm
better. Presentas included lead forecasta's Barry Gadsmith and Frank Alshemier, SOOChalie
Paxon and WCM Dan Noah.

WFO Tampa Bay Receives the Gold Award for this Year’s Combined Federal Campaign.

With the help of ETDave Chaffin, the Tenpa office recently reeived the ®ld Workplace
Excellence Campdgn Award for their outstanding contributions of $9,418.50 to the Sun Caest
Combined Fedal Campaig. Thirteen individual aards wee distributed to the stafincluding
two Gold Eades,six Silver Eages,andfive Bronze Edes. Thanks to ewgone at WFO @mpa,
manyneedypeople ad orgnizations willbe gtting ahelpinghand in 2004.
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SCEP Earns Master Degree Defending “Dixie Alley.” WFO Brmingham MIC Kenneth Gaham
andWCM Jasan Wright acompanied SCEP Kistin Hurley onatrip to Misssdppi State University
in whichKristin ddendel herthesis “Dixie Alley. Fad or Fdlacy, An in Depth Andysis of Tornado
Distribution in Alabama.” Kistin defendecdher presentation in front of morg¢han 30 people.
Feculty in attendane stated thatheywere not onlypleasd, but impressed with heeseach and
resuts. By accomgishing this defense swccesstully, shecompeted dl thereguirementsfor her MS
Degee Congatulations, Kristin.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO

WPFOs Lubbock and Amarillo Announce New Weather Radio Service. WFO Lubbock MIC
Larty Vannozzi, WCM EdCalianeseandWFO Amaillo WCM Steve Dillette conduted a navs
confaenc to announce the wNOAA Weather RadidNWR) transmitter located in Summelttie
Texas. WFO Amarilldorecaste Al Pietrycha and VO Lubbock TO Jugin Weave also assisted
with theevent. The Summerfield NWR saves seen caunties in the Lubbock and Amarillo County
WarningAreas asvell asone countyn Albuquerque Severkcity officials and newsgaer eportes
within the braadcas area atendedthe news canference,which was bvoacdcastlive an a bcal FM
radio station. 8veral newspapeatticles and dive radio @ll-in show wee initiated bythe news
confeene andhe newselease. A weaher ralio re@iver, donated byrRadio Shack, warafled &
thenewsconference. Theevent was asuccess n advertisingthelatest resaurce availableto residents
of the southwest T&as Panhandlgom their loal WeathefForecast Office

Muenster Unleashed along the Red River Valley. WFO Fort Worth MIC Bill Bunting and
WCM GaryWoodall and the Cooke CounifectricCooperativecombinedforces to dedide the
reently deployed NWR station in Menster, €xas. This s# is strateigally located b&veen the
two Texas ates d WichitaFalls and Sheman. Staion KHA-99 will provide broadcast audio to both
sites of the Red Rer including Love Countyin Oklahoma. Th&eemonywas dtended by24
members othe local mediagovernmet and emeagencymaragemen community. Gal gave a
overview of theNWR progam, while Bll urged the attendes to assist in promoting NWR to the
public at larg. Theceemony was puntuatedby a spedal test of the NWR alarm tone,
demornstrating its vaue as awarning tod.

Florida Association of Broadcasters Host Communications Workshop. The Horida
Association of Boad@sters ad the state dfloridaDivision of EmergencyManagment hosted a
Media Searity and ReliabilityCouncil confeencein Tampa. Thelatform of theworking group
meetingwas to fomulate and approve Bestdtices Recommendidons for mediaad governmet
to deliver energency messags via digial netwoks. Southern Regn repreentatives included
NWR progran manager Mike Mach and WCMs Dan Noah (Tampa Bay), Dennis Decker
(Melbourng and A Sandrik (&cksonville).
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What’s on the Air. Souhern Reggion was & various stages d NOAA Weather Radio (NWR)
installations through theonth ofJanuay. Theagng NWR stationlocated on théop floor of the
Marriott Hotd at New Orleanswas revitalized with anew 1000 watt dual trangmitter. Just n time
for Mardi Gras,this locdion supports the shipping and tourism indusirgr theLowerMississppi
River and Guf of Mexico. TheNWR stdion at Beaumnt, Texas wa rdocated to a morestrategic
address. The antena and hieax cablingwasrefurbishedo dlow this 1000watt transmitter to better
servethe shipping industrground Port Ahur.

Severa additional NWR staionswere deployed to anumbe of Texas bcations. A new 300 watt
dual trangmitter was krought onair at Mil anoand will seve sauth central Texas. Broadcast audio
for station WNG-649 will orimate fom WFO Fort Worth. A 1000 w# dual transmitter was
brought on-air & Plainview and will serve thg@art ofwest Texas between Wibbock and Midland.
A 300 wattdualtransmittemwasbroudit ondine atMineral Wells withbroadast audio origpating
from theFort Worth/Dallas Faecast Office. TheKingswll eandBaffin Bay areaof sauth Texas will
now be b#er seved with the newRiviera NWR station. USDA-Rural Utilgis Servicdunds
grantal to the KleburgCountyOffice of EmergncyManagment and towespae providel bythe
Riviera Téephone Comparniyave mde station WNG-609 a siiedc center forwedher information
alongSouth Rdrelsland.

HYDROLOGIC SERVICES BRANCH

SURVEYING HYDROLOGIC SITE. WFOsJacksonville, Atlanta and Tallabsee mettahe

Charlotte foreast point on the Altamaliiver inthe &acksonville HSA. The meetirfgadlitated the
transfe of the breastpoint and co-opresponsibilities t&WFO Jacksonvillefrom WFO Atlantafor

the seond time in sixyeas. Whie at thesite,thestaff gauge wasinspected, theacessibility of

the wireweight gawge was verified, and the possibilitgf installing a acoustic guge was examined.
WFO Atlanta HMT Nate Mayes introduced the obsaver, Walter Bailey, to WFO Jaksonville

DAPM Mike McAllister and meorologst/hydro foal point Park Camp. WFO Tallahasee
hydrologist Joel Laner aranged the forum ard facilitated a meding with the acoustic gauge

representdives.

GENEVA,ALABAMA LEVEE RESTORATION PROJECT. WFO Tallahasee saor servie

hydrologst Joel Lanierattended gpundbreakingluncheon cemoniesdedicading the bginning of
construction of th&eneva Leveerestoraion projed for thecity of Geneva bythe ArmyCorps of
Engineers Mobile District. Theproject will taketwo years & acog of around $12 million dollars.

People attendinmcludedthegovernorof AlabamaBob Riley, Congessman Trey Everet, mayor

of Geneva Karon Simmons, Barba Gbson (diretor of the Choctahatche Pea ¢llow River
Water Managemnt Authority, Charles Owens, grojed¢ managr of the Civil Works Project
Manmagemat Team - IBACE Mobike, Alabana), and Don Hyle who ecently assumed theléod

Warning System specialist position.
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WEATHER CHANNEL SPECIAL - RIVER FORECASTING. TheWeahea Chaanel (TWC)
production cew visited the bwerMississippiRFC in mid-&nuay to interview HC Dave Red,
and to filmthe LMRFC staff & work forthe TWC special on rivdorecasting The interviev and
filming took aboutthree hours. Followingthe filming a LMRFC, LMRFC developmentra
operaions hydrologst Bob Stuckytook the cres to interview Paul Wagger, owner and opetia of
Dr. Wagne's Swamp Tours in Sidell, Louisiang &out how he uses NWS river forecastsin his
operaions. While therethe goup enjogdatourof thelower Ped River and pations of the Honey
Island Swamp. The TWC awealso took a b@e rideon the Missisgipi River.

TWC crew #s0 conducted short interviewvith arepresenttive fromthe United States Gégical
Suwvey (USGS office in Baton Rouge about USGS Web pages and the stream gauging program.
The prodution crewalso took a short trip to film an automateger gaugng location.

The speial will be about 30 minutes longhd should air in April. We will keepou posted.

SERFC/UCF COLLABORATIVE PROJECT. Last month Southeast RFC SCEP sident Janie
Dyer and senior hgrologic forecaste Wylie Quillian visited the Compaq Water Beurcs
Simulation Laboraory of the Univesity of CentréFlorida(UCF). Jamie and Wie visited with Dr.
Scott Hagn and seerd of his gaduatestudents. The purpose othe meetingvas to futher the
SERFCUCF wllaboration to forecast tide-aff ected river stages in the vicinity of Corway, Sauth
Carolina. Jamies setting up th&LDWAYV hydraulic modé&for the Wacamaw Riversystem. Dr.
Hagen's gaduate studentsare simulating astronomica andstamsurgetideboundaries forinput into
FLDWAYV. Ead partycommunicated da neels that will be met in the neéuture to impree
river/flood forecasts a Conway.

PRODUCT CHANGES ASSOCIATED WITH NWS DIRECTIVE 10-922. A new vesion of
NWS Instruction 10-922 titled “WFO Hirology Products Specifiteons’ becane efective on
February 9,2004. Thisnew directiveis &: http://www.nwsnoaa.gov/directives/pd01009022b. pdf

Here is a summargf the produtchangs assaated with this imptmentation.

1. Flood watch productd=FA) will be isued o provide dl follow up information
on previouslyissued flood wattes including canellations. Previouslyflood
statement§FLS) wereissuedo provideall follow up information on cuent Hood
Watches.

Examples displang theflood watd product bangscanbefound at thedllowing
Webpage: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/oméshflood/Aproducts.shtml

2. Latitude/longitude polyon coordingesdefininga waning area will be included
at the end of flashflood warning (FFW) products.

3. Double ddlar sgns/$% will beinduded & the end thefollowing produds:
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Product Title nnn of awips id

Hydrologic oulook ESF
Flood watch FFA
Flash flood warning FFW
Flash flood gatement FFS
Flood warning FLW
Flood statement FLS
Hydrologc statement RVS
Hydrologc summary RVA
River and lakdorecast produtc RVD
Hydromeeorological data report #1 RR1
Hydromeeorological data report #2 RR2
Hydromeeorological datareport #3 RR3
Hydromeeorological datareport #4 RR4
Hydromeeorological datareport #5 RR5
Hydromeeorological datareport #6 RR6
Hydromeeorological data report #7 RR7
Hydromeeorological datareport #8 RR8
Miscellaneous hydrologic daa report RRM
Automated data report RRA
Daily hydrometeoological data summar HYD
Weekly hydrometeoological data summar HYW
Monthly hydrometeoological data summar HYM

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

3-HOURLY PRECIPITATION FREQUENCIES. Matthew Sitkowski, a senior student wking
with Prof. Heny FudbergatFloridaStateUniversity, has dewed updated m@rcipitation frguencies
for obsevation sitesacrossthe Suthern Region. Theriginal impetus for this COMET-sponsored
resard projed was todevelop frequecies for3-hourlyintervals, tchelp support PoP forests for
such higp time resolution, but Matt has exided his worlby updatingclimatologial frequencies
for 6-, 12-, and 24our perods as well, all satified by month. Resultsare posted at
http://bertha.md.fsuedu/~sitkow/ (Usethe Internet Explorer browser to access hegraphics.)) These
climatologies will provide the basis fordaitional work to enharecpreipitation foreastsin many
forms as pd of the nev IFPS digital serices aad operéions. Good work, Matt.

TRAINING FOR RPG BUILD 5. The WSR-88D RPG Build 5, which will be fielded shortly,
is the most ambitius RPG softwareetease yet. TheWDTB is prepaing teletraning sessions and
hard opy materidto facilitate foecaster traning. Regonal focd points and SB will be provided
with information on howo access the materlaand we vill forward that to all office as soon as it's
recived.
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AMS ONLINE WEATHER STUDIES PROGRAM. We encourage dl offi ces tobecome
familiar with the Online Weher Studies pragm dereloped bythe Amercan Meeorological
Sodgety. Thisis aninnovative, 12 to 15week course prepared in conjunction with meteorologists
who ae nationallyre@gnized in atmospheric sciemeduation. The progm, a outgowth from
the AMS DataStremé’roject, is desiged to provide @y college with resource to offer an
introductory meteorolog course complete with ral-time wether data. Daails are &
http://64.55.87.13/amsedu/onlineff Our ofices ae frequenly contated by individuals or
educators who are interested in met®rology courses. Referring them tothis ste may hdp address
thar questions.

CHANGES TO ETA-BASED MODEL OUTPUT STATISTICS. The Meterologcal
Devdopment laboraory (MDL) is prepaing to m&e a serieof changsto the Eta Model Output
Staistics MOS). Thesechanges will bemadein two stages; othoccurringin February. Thefirst
will occur on Febrwary 17, the second, on February 24.  All of the ddails are oulined &:
http://www.nwsnoaa.gov/mdl/synop/changes/da32notif.htm. Thefoll owing has been extracted from
that site:

Stage 1 (February 17). The curret Eta MOSguidanceuses model output to 48 hours to produce
MOS guidance out to 60 hours in advancehe airrent Eta MOS foreasts argproducel as soon as
the 48-h model facast files areavailable(roughly 0245/1445 O C). Theredereloped EtaMOS

will use model output to 84 hours to produagdgnceout © 84 hours in advaree TheMOS
guidance products will therefore bedissaninated goproximately 30 minutes laer because they mug
wait until additional modédiles areavailable Becauseof timing amnsiderations, @gdancewill be
availableonly out to 60 hours in thiirst implementation.

New Eta MOS forecast equations for max/min tempeature, oot tempeaatures and dewpoints,
PORQPF, wind speed and direction, and total sky cover will beimplemented. Testing of the®
eguations show tha this guidance exhibits improved <ill compared to the current Eta MOS.
Verification scores @an be viewed a: http://www.nwsnoaa.govmdl/synop/tin/eta32verif.htm

The MDL will make changes to thestaionstha are available in the Eta MOS MET text bulletins.
Due to dation dosures, text products for four sites will beremowved from the Eta MOS system:

EL TORO... CALIFORNIA (KNZJ)
SANDERSON... TEXAS (KPO7)
PORT RICHEY... FLORIDA (KRRF)
LEMMON... SOUTH DAXOTA (KY22)
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The call | etters for the following three sites will beupdated in the Eta MOS text produdts:

SITE FROM TO
CECL FIELD... FLORIDA KNZC KVQQ
CUSTER...®UTH DAKOTA KOV1 KCUT
DENNISON... TEXAS KF39 KGYI

Stage 2 (February 24). Guidancdor sites in Alaskand Hawaii wil now be avaable, and 142
new sites in the ONUS will be addd to the MET teximessags. Thedrmat of the Ea MOS
MET text messages will be modified to all ow for guidance out to 72 hours. The format of the text
products will chang to allow forguidance at 66 and 72 hours, althoughidancefor those hows
will not be geeraed until earlyApril when theNCEP willbe making chares b the Ea model run
times. At tha timetheguidance for 66 and 72 hours will beinduded inthetext messajes. Sanple
0000 and 1200 UTC MET messaies with nev dements out to 72 haurs ae available at:
http://www.rnws noaa.gov/mdl/synop/tin/eta32 .htm

The ddinition of cdegories of total skycoverwill be modified to distinguish betwad=EW and
SCATTERED clouds. Caegorical forecasts of celling height will be avail able in the EtaMOS text
products. Also, categorical forecasts of snowfall anount will be available in the Eta MOS text
produds for 24-h periods ending at approximately 36 and 60 hours after 0000 UTC (60-h forecast
not availableuntil April); and 24, 48,and72hours ater 120 UTC(72-h forecast rot available urtil
April). Snowfdl amount foreasts will be availablfom Septembet throudn May31 for most sites
in the MOS sgtem.

A Technical Procedures Bulletin for the Eta MOS text produds is available at:
http://www.nws noaa.govmdl/synop/tpl/etans2004.htm

TOPICAL SOO MEETING. A number ofSouthern Rgion Scienceand Opeations Offcers
(SOOs) will meet in San Antonio in earlylardh. The primay topics of discussion will be local
numerichweathe pradiction and interofte collaboraion in the breast procss. This will be the
second ira serie®f suchtopical meetingwhich are conducted aiternde yeassfrom a egon-wide
SOOmeeting. Thefirst was held in Huntswill e last fall.

NEW AND RECENT SOO ORIENTATION. New, or at least retavely new, SOOs Jeffge
Cupo (WFO Midland/Odessd}regory Patrick(WFO Fort Worth/Dallas) and KaivVanspeproed

(WFO Brownsville) spent thieday in anuay at SRH péicipatingin an opeational orientdon

workshop. They had theopportunity to interact with each ather, meet the stdf of each of the SRH

divisions, pend dot of time with thefolks from SSD, andlsopresat ther plans and gals for the
next few yas. h prepaation forthat meetingve updéed the on-line SOO Refence Notebook
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ssd/soomtiook/
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SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

AWIPS OB2/0OB3 STATUS. All Southern Remn sites have suessfullyinstalled OB2 ad
related Maintenance Rdeases. OB3 was siccessiully indalled & WFOs Mobile and Sheveport.
A few bugs havébeernidentifiedwith severd already havingbeen ddressd and fixed in prepation
for naional deploynent.

WSR-88D ORPG BUILD 5 STATUS. WZFOs Fort Worth, Albuguerquerad Norman wil be
paticipating in thebdatest faa ORPGBuild 5. Theest will begin in February and early March with
national deplognent schedubtto begn March 29.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS. We hareanumbermf newNWR site ordes in the queuand have
been monitoring ard coordinating with the telcos to gettheminstalled SRH hasbeen keeping a

close watch orhe effort b installthe WFO SanJuan $. Croix, Virgin Islands cirait. It has bee

challengng, but pogress ha been mae.

The Sneds, Florida NVR telco conerns ae beng addressd throudn close oordination with the
FloridaDepatmentof Transportationwho ownsthe faility whee the trasmitier will be housed.
The anticipated Beaumont, Teas move, the meCariizo Springs, Texas start-up, and the Plainview,
Texas arcuit, in addtionto many othersaremoving along with no anticipated problems. Thecircuit

for the H Paso Spanish langgatransmitier ha also been sagessillly installed and tested.

SRH continues to do modifications and updates to tieguecy Databae to enske all our
transmitters a in compliamce with reglations. W havealso bea working with CWWD’s
Hydrology Branch oncening thenarowbandingeffort for hydro transmittersrad alet systems and
gauges. As updateareapprovel and cornifmed, the fequenyg databae continues toaj betterand
easie to manag.

We hare senta surveyto eachoffice askingabouttheir currenttelephone sstem. We are looking
to upgade/eplae thesesystems inFY05 asfundingallows. Most of these telephorsgstems are
reachingthe endof their life expectancy or are beaming moreexpensive to maintain at optimum
levels. As the infanation from the fitel is gatheed, wewill deteminethe best cowse of &tion for
the region.

OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIES BRANCH
SURFACE OBSERVATION PROGRAM. Southern Regn reeived 35 equests fsm the
aviation community for new certificates,cancellationsandchangesin typeof suface certificates last
month.
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NWS INSTRUCTION 10-1031. SR performed ra emegency review of NWS hgruction
10-1301, Surfee CbservingProgam (Land) in JanuaryThe dangs foused on the e “Snow-
Pad Obsewning Pogram.” Recommendations with minor changes were nated and submitted to
Steven Pritchett at NWSH.

SNOW-PAID OBSERVERS. Southern Ragn surfa@ progam manger recaved the first snow-
paid contrats for thenew snowretwork obserers acoss portions of SR. Once the cawts ae
reeived 4 SR ead contract isreviewed bythe progran managr for completeess, siged bythe
SOD chief and sent to MASC for payent.

UPPER-AIR OBSERVATION PROGRAM. InDeemberSouthern Ragn's uppe-air rarkings
were outstandingvith 19 outof 23 siteseaning scores above tmational averag of 286.09 out of
a pasble 0. Fifteen dthew officesrecevedexcelent scaesabove 290.00for the manth. WFO
New Oleans, eaned theegon’s top spot in Decembeavith a score 0£97.34.The stafhad shown
a stedy improvement ovethe past thremonths leadingp thetop spoin Decanber. Otheoffices
showingor maintainingexcellent scoiover the pst three months werJacksonylississppi; Del
Rio, El Paso and Corpus Christi, Texasttle Rock and Nashville.

In additionto theexcdlent Decembea morthly sores, nine Southern Region offices had 12 manth
avelges above90.00. WFO Little Rock continues to lead the 12 monthrage with a sore of
294.91. ast a fewpoints behind litle Rock was Del Rio (294.64), Corpus Christi (294.55),
Nashville (293.04)New Qleans(292.38), El Paso (291.97), Jackson (291a%] lake Chdes
with an aveage of 291.08.

MAF REVERSE OSMOSIS /HUMIDIFIER OPERATIONS. After seveal weés of manual
adjustments, the humidifiers at Midland-@daappeato befunctioningnormallywith a mixture

of purified RO watercombined with normal tap aterfor the orrect amount of ions to produce
steam. Humidificationis impartant for reducing stdic eectricity tha could damage eectronic circuit
cad components, and @articulady low in the winter in the deert southwest. This and other
methodsof restainginoperative humidifiersto seviceis benginvestigated byFET Steve Davis to
rasetheindoor humidity levels a& other stes intheSR.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

Disposal of Radiosonde Battery Activation Water. Reent indructionsto ECS focal points
posted on the NWS Environmentd and Sdety Webpagefor natifyinglocal sevagetreatment pants
regardingthe chemicd constituents of rad osonde battery adivation waterhasbeen removed pending
refinement of themethod to communicate this mesage. At isueis presenting theinformation to
the opeators of thevastevatertreament plants in a wathat tellsthe true storyof the volume of
copper resdue tha will beproduced on adaly basis Thefirst treatment pant gpproached in SR
stated that theamcentation in mg/lof copperin thebatteryactivation w#er was too high, while the
actud volume of copper in mg produced on adaly basisis atudly very smdl. Until this is
resolved, thesites on publisewaye systems il collect thebatterywater as do all sites that have
septic systems ndead of sewer hookups
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SAFETY

OSHA Visit to WFO/RFC New Orleans. OSHA inspectors visited WFO MeOrleans to inspect
the HVAC ar handles mounted on the roof tot@emine iftheconfiguration of thesenits required
aformal Confined Space Pamit Entry system as specified by the NOAA Tier | contract auditors.
The OSHA inspeorsaged in principle with the NOA auditors, except that kgpplyng Lock
Out/Tag Out pracedures to deenergize thesystan duing equipment maintenance would diminate
therequirement for thepermit systam. This condition will apply a other NWS-owvned WFO/RFCs
suwch as Atlanta and dso at the Natiiond Hurricane Center/WFO Miami.

NOAA STAR Training Completed. The lastwo safay focd pointsscheduld for NOAA STAR
Trainingin Decenberwere presatedthe STAR oursein Houston. Unresolved is how to present
this training to the ne safay focd points resulting fom thetypical 30%turnover ate, ad also a
method toprovidethis information toemployees aher than supervisarsandfocal points. A separate
trainingissuebang reviewed ishow to continue providing expendve biannud recurringtrainingto
over 100 SR empl®es vihose fd protection cetificates requirea review of emergencyresawe
procedures every two years.

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

WFO Brownsville DAPM Jim Campbell, HMT Sam Martinez and ASA Rathgutierre
participated in a multelementaryschool ceea day Therewere appoximately 1500 fifth gade
students in attendanc€arees in meteorolog were presented byhe trio. AdditionallySam and
Rachd competed svera presentaionsin Sparish. The children responded very enthugastically
to their interative preseatation.

WFO Little Rock senior foecater NevtonSkiles paticipatedn the5th Annual Math and Saiee-
In-IndustryDayat the Akansasschool br Mathematicsand Sciene. Nevton made pFsenttions
to two classes and discussed how math and science play an integral part in careers in meteorology,
espeally with theNationalWeatheiService The dasses contaed a total of 42 juniorrad senior
students. The students weznthusiasticral provided manynterestingquestions which helped
provideaverypositive perience. Thestudents theschoolcome fom all parts of Akansa and
have excdled in math and sdence in thar local communities.

WFO Tallahassee senior forecaster and EEO focal point Ron Block discussed opportunities in

meteorology/hydrology at a caeer forum at HoridaA&M. Ronaso ha interactionswith gudents
and faulty at AlbanyStateUniversityand DartorCollegein Albany, Geogia. All three sdools are
predominatly African-American institutions. Ron ditributed literatureat a wek-long festival
celebratingKwanza, athe annuaQuincyMartin LutherKing Commemorative Be&kfast and athe
MLK Youth Leadeship Banquet. Helectural on careesin hydrometeoology at the MLKing day
lectureseries aGodbyHigh School. At the eon CountryDay of Dialogue focusing on ree
relaions, Ron dscussed thedwantags of divesity in the NWS workplace.
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WFO Tallahassee commenced their annud spring semeste caurseat theco-located Horida Stae
University Meteoroloy Depatment. The ourse is entitled fitroductionto theNational Weather
Service” Thisbi-weekly coursegaudt byoffice staff and invited NW3NOAA experts has nirteen

studentsand provides aunique overview of NWS areer opportunities and operations

WFO Shreveport forecaste Mary Keisergave a bortpresatationto 26 first gades of Cathedal
School in Shreveport. Marttalked about NWS opetians, what meteorolast jobs consisof,
explanation and demonstration of the upgie program, howcloudsform, andpicturesinside the

rada.

RFC Fort Worth is doserving Black History Month by calli ng attentionto significant echievements
by individuals who are includedon a list theyve prepared After each morning's weather briefing,
one of the gtaff reads the name and the significant event for that day which pertainsto black history.

SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS
JANUARY 1 - 31, 2004

Southern Region Losses

Name From (Office) Action/Transfer FromTitle/Grade
Bruce Burkeman WFO SHv Retirenent WCM, GS14

Wayne Mlin WFO MFL Retirenent LeadForecaster(GS-13
Hardd Davenpat WFO CRP Retirenent DAPM, GS12

Rokbkert Kilduff WFOBMX Retirenent LeadForecaster(GS-13
DerrelMartin WFO OHX Retirenent MIC, GS-15

Edward Rasierb WFOLZK Retirenent HMT, GS-11
GaryGrice SRH Retirenent DRD, GS-15

Antonio Castillo WFO SJU Retirenment HMT, GS-11
Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Brian Burlen WFOLZK Transfer fromWR HMT, GS-11

Jason Beamon WFO MEG New Hire Forecaster, GS7
Gladys Rubio WFO SJU New Hire ForeasterGS11

Lora Wilson WFO JAN New Hire Student Trainee, GS5
Daniel Pater WFO ABQ Transfer from CR Forecaster, GS7
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Within Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Keith Stellman RFC FWR Transfer fromRFC ORN SRHAS Forecaster(GS-13
Thomas Warne WFO MFL Pronotion LeadForecasterGS-13
Mark Frazier WFO SHv Transfer fromMEG WCM, GS13

Larry Vannozi WFO OHX Transfer fromLUB MIC, GS-15

Mark Linhares WFOBMX Pronotionfrom BMX LeadForecasterGS-13
FaithBorden WFOBMX Pronotionfrom BMX LeadForecasterGS-13
Stewen Snart WFO OUN Transfer fromOUN HMT, GS-11
AmandaRoberts RFC ORN Pronotionfrom RFC ORN SR Hydrologst, G5-13

17

Souhern Topcs 022004




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17

