UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Fort Worth, Texas
August 2003

SOUTHERN TOPIC S Southern Region Home Page

Working Together To Save Lives Previous Topics

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Pleasgoin me in welcomingwo new WFO MICs - new to their positions, at least, althoug the
region. Bill Alexander returns to the Southern Region as meteorologist-irgele WFO El Paso.
Bill who kegan his NVScareer as an intern at WSFO Fort Worth in 1982 repfacmer MIC Max
Blood who has transferred to WFO Tulsa. Over ti®ofing ten yars Bill served a¥Varnirg
PrepardnesdMeteordogistat WSFO Lubbock (now waall themWCMSs), and b later vas the fist
RegionalWCM at Southern Region Headquartens.1992 he transferred to NS\Headquders
wherehe servedh the Office of Meteorologgs national program manader Severd.ocd Storms
andFlash Foods until1999. Bill then joinedhe Alaska Region Headquarters fséafdeputy loief

of the Environmental Science and Services Divisiam.addition to his duties as supisw of
scientifc servcesfor the Alaska Region, Bill has serves the national volcanic ash program
manager,regional aviation meteorologist and Alask& fweather program mager. With tha
backgroundBill brings a walth of experiene and expeise tohis new position that will help ensure
a continuation of the best possible weath&recating aml warnirg servces forWest Texas.
Welcome lack, BIl.

| amalso pleaed to anounce theArmando Garza is thenew MIC at WFO Corpus Christi. For
severalyears Amando has served as the@ibf the National Weather Service office at tieAF
Acadeny in Oklahoma city He also has been MIC at WFO S2iego ad has seed in thePacific
Region,as well as in SoutheRegion Hadquders. H has a walthof knowledge and experience
with tropicd meteordogy and the watherf South Teas. Armandowill repart to Corps Christi
later this month.
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IEPS

IFPS SCIENCE STEERING TEAM. Late last gar, a white papariginated bywestern Region
SOOsidentified a number of scientific issues relategtccesfully integating IFPS iio NWS
forecatoperations. Thpapemwas reviewed and endorsedddyregions and subsequentigas the
basisfor a decigon lastMarch bythe Sciene and €chnolog stbcommitte of the NWS corporge
board to establish an IFPS Science i8tgeleam (EST),comprising primarilyone or twoSOOs
from all regions. The team was chadgnitially with prioritizing and recommending courses of
action to address the IFPScgence issuesaised in tle white paper.Andy Patrick, SOO atVFO
CorpusChristi, is he SR membreof the BST. The tem went qickly to work. A summargf their
activities is included astachnical attachmertb this montts Topics

Theybegan their work in conjunction with a meeting/@éstern Region SOG@sd DOHSs in May
at Salt Lake City The foais of the WR SO/DOH wakshop, ow with input from al regions via
the ISST, was to further analg the major points of thehite pape ... in effect, to develop an
exparded“white paper” which will help form the basis of tH@ST’s future work. Asummay
reportfrom the SOO/DOH/ISST workshop hiasen proided to # SOOs fortheircomments and
is availdle on theSST Web pag athttp://www.nws.noaa.qe/ost/ifps sst/

CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISION

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

CWSUEARNS AVIATION SERVICES EXCELLENCE AWARD. CWSU Fort Worth earned
the 2" Quarter Southern Region Aviation Services Adyauplicating their feat in the"2quarter
lastyear. e staff includes MIC Tom Amis amdeteortogistsJames Ott, Charlie Hays and Doug
Reno. They will keep the tiphy for anotheyear

TheCWSU continued superior performance indlegelopmenand implementation of the Tactical
Convective Hazards Product (TCHP) for frtotypeAvi ation Collaborative Efort (PACE). In
collaborationwith the NOAA Forecast Syems Lab thephave beennstumental in the design,
developmenand testing of the TCHP product Web page fromlAmough June 2003. Significant
accomplishments include:

* Developmenof system chéwsfor the TCHPWeb page, to monitor data accuraog relevance
to air trdfic operations.

» TheCWSUwas respnsible br gattering echnicdair trafic control datafrom the ert Worth
CenterTraffic Maragement Team members for required contetli®T CHP product. The FAA
andFSL have relietieavilyupon the CWSleam to evaluate and validate the TCHP for proper
functiorality in articipation of deploying this productnationaly to the ARTCC taffic
managment units.
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» The TCHP consolidated several thunderstorm products into oneteasyderstand hazard
product displayed in ARTCCIMU-friendly map baciground. This sucessful test
demonstratedhe utility of NWS prodicts b its air taffic customers and will increase the
efficiencyand safetyf the National Airspace Stem with its deployment.

Congratulations to Tom, James, Charlie, and Doug.

WFO HOUSTON PROVIDES AVIATION OUTREACH. Robert Van Hoven praded an
aviationweathe safetytalk last nonthto members of the Bajrea Aero Clutbased a€lover Feld

in Pearland, Texas. About 25 geshawiation pilots attended. Topics discussed included low clouds
andvisibilities. Afterthe sessio severhpilots offered loal familiaization fights for forecasters

at WFO Houston/Galveston.

SOUTHERN REGION METEOROLOGISTS TRAIN AIR NATIONAL GUARD. Six
SouthernRegion meteorologists praléd wegher training to the 165Weather Flight (165VF).
WFO Fort Worh MIC Bill Bunting, CWSU Fat WorthMIC Tom Amis, SRHNCM Walt Zdeski,
SRH Climate Banch tief Victor Murphy, WFO Fort Woth meteord¢ogist Al Moller, ard SRH
Aviation/FireWeather programanager PawWitsaman gave weather trainingpentations to ten
memberof thel65 WE The KentuckyAir National Guard unit from Louisville was pipating

in their annual training @ahe Carswell JoinReserve Base in Fort Worth. Subject areas indtude
situationawareness, icing and turbulerfoescasting, radar imagnterpretation, tropical weather
forecasting, severeweathe foreasting,and satéite photointerpreation. 165 WF Commander,
LTC Jeff Peters stated, “ The NWS meteorologists provided world class training liglurThe
benefis will ensure thel65 WF maintains a standard of excellence in all we dcefansio come.”

WFO CORPUS CHRISTI PROVIDES FIRE WEATHER OUTREACH. On July 30 WFO
CorpusChristi senior forecaster Michael Buaran gave a fire welaer presentation at a summer
burnworkshop sponsordyytheWelderWildlife Refuge, the Grazingands Conservation Initiative,
andthe Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRT&g worlshop was held at the Welder
Wildlife Refuge located just outsid&inton, T&as. The tk coverel summer watheipatteris in
Texasandhow they aféct burning conditions. Thalk also overedhe manyire weather poducts
andservices the NWS producesadailybasis.The internet as a source of fireatleer information
was alsocovered. There werébaut 45 participants from various local, state and federal land
managemerdgencies such dse Texas Parks and Wildlife, NRCS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the
Texas Nature Consavancy.

CWSU FORT WORTH CONTINUES WITH PACE PROGRESS. CWSU Fot Worth
completedts initial phaseof Prototype Aviation Collaborative ift testing and evaluation of the
PACETacical Convective Hazards Product (TCHP) with the Fort Worth Air Traffic Co@enter
Traffic Managment Uri. In close collaboration with NOAA Forecastssgms Lab, members of
theFortWorthCWSU staff have been instrumental in the design, development, testingringd tra
of the TCHP product Web page from Januarpugh June 2003.
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Sofar the overall response from the TMU hasrmbenanimous in their apion that tis type of
displayis useful to operations. Most of th&U staffwants to us the TCHRN conjunciton with
themap backgrounds, displagntrols, andraffic Situation Display (TSD) information found on
other operational display syems. Several commented that inteagrabf the 2-hr Convective
Collaborative~orecast Product would be usefultbrticaldecisionsnvolving transcontinental over
flight traffic.

FSLwill publisha more érmal rort of itsfindings within the next monthThis work is expected
to lay the futurgground work for PACE TCHRefinements and additions such as icing, turbulence,
ceilingand visiblity forecats.

MARINE

NOAA HAZMAT Course. WFO Houston/Galveston marine focal point Briamekgttended the
“NOAA Scienceof Oil SpillsCourse” held in Seattle in March. This week-laogrse is designed
for people neding iformatian regading ol spills, induding ol/gas irdustryrepregntatives and
manufaturersmeteorologists, emergenayanagers, Coast Guard, spill responaégan-ugrews
biologids, etc. Tis is a paion of Brian’s trip report

HAZMAT responds to about 110 events pear. @ those 110a third come from
the NWS Southern Region. Thouginlp about 25% ofthe couse was dectly
weatherelated, another 50% was veisefulinformation giving abackground of the
different type of oils/fuels and theithemistry/chareteristics which is citical to
knowin determining how a specific spill behaves. FE@meple, agasolinespill may
kill a decent amount of fish, but the spll itself usually evapaates faly quickly
leaving minimal long term effects. Howevea teavier refined product will not
evaporge nearly @ much andould easily cdebeaches, etc. and have a lentgrm
effed. Another 25% waslevoted to clean-up methods and biological impacts. |
highly recommend the course to ang interestedespecially those ih major
shipping ports in their CWA.

TROPICAL SEASON OFF TO FAST START. Throudh the monttof July, we havealready
seenfour named topical stoms. Datng ba& to 1871, thee havebeen onlynine pr@ious years in
whichfour or nore stomswere naned durig thissame peod. Climatdogicdly, the fouth named
stormusuallyoccurs a August30. The currertollaborative CPC/TPC Tropical Forecast, issued
in May, calls fo 11 to1l5 namedtsrms, six tonine huricanesand two tdour maja hurricanes.
This compares to a climatological erege of D, 6, and 2 The next pdate ofthis foreast is
scheduled for August 7.
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LA NINA ON THE WANE. In mid-July, the Climae Prediction Center issued a press release,
statingthat the LaNifia comlitions foecast talevelop iy August Iwere na occuring, and that near
normaltemperatures were expected in the equdt®aeific through the endf theyear. Thdatest
PacificSea Surfee Tempeture(SST) anmaly animationcan be sen at:
http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_update/sstanim.html

RECORD RAINFALL CONTINUES IN THE SOUTHEAST. Numerous Local Climatological
Datasites in the southeastern US continued abnormwaillyn July. Fothe three-month period from
May 1to July 31the cities oBirmingham, Annston and Mbile, Aldbama, ad ColumbusGeorga
reportedthe wettest May-Julgwer. Inaddition, Atlanta and Meridian, Mississippi had the third
wettestsuch period in history. Thened of recordfor manyof thesesites exteds back ito the late
1800s.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO

WFO Huntsville Celebrates Arab Broadcast. Last month, an NWR dedication ceremavrgs
held at the Marshall County Commissioner chambers in Gswitke, Alabama. WNG-64Bperate
ona freqencyof 162.5% MHz from te radicstation towers oFUN 92.7 FM in Arab, Alabama.
Broadastaudio covers the towrtd Guntersville, Arab, Boaz, Albertville, and a number of othe
townsin northastAlabama Countycommissiorchairma Billy Cannon, BN 92.7 M DJs Susan
McKinneyandMichael St. John, assistant EMA direckarita McBurnett, and MIC John Gordon
eachspoke abut the inportane of NWR ad how it will save live in this potatially volatile
weathe regon. The eremonywas also eadlinel on the loal ABC TV eveningnews prgram.

WFO Mobile Receives Two for the Money. MIC RandyMcKee and WCM GarBeeler made
presentationst the NWR deidation ceemonies for Greenville and Brem, Alabama. They
emphasizethe importancef utilizingthe SAME apabilityweather radios, explained the different
NWR manufacturer tyes, and provided a specific NWR pampfdeeachcommunity. TheNWR
equipmentor these twa\labamasites was funded through the USDA - Rural Utilities Serviaatg
process Pioneer Electric Cooperative sponsoredgtamt for Greenville angbrovidedfreeNWR
radiosto all schods in Butle County In adition, treypresergd a spaal NWR to a &milywhose
manufacturechome was destrogleby a tornadoad year. Fortunatehthe family esgaed the
warned-for tornado.

A number of local citizens and dignitaries attendedBireton NWR dedication ceremonyThe
sheriff of Escarbia County had workedasely with theNWS to improe the limitel weatheradio
coveraein thisarea of Alabama. This dedication was helgart of Project Impact. A numbar
positivecomments were received from the miagf Brewton, the local chapterthie American Red
Cross, aga schobofficials, and otkr locd govenment erities.
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Comanche Electric COOP Spearheads NWR at Cisco, Texas. WFO FortWorth MIC Bill
Buntingand WCM Ga Wodadall paticipated in the ddicationceremay for the Csco, Teas
weatherradio transmitterThe Cisco transmitter was purchased and established with USDA - Rural
Utilities Service grant funds. Thidgne members of the emerggmnesponserad mediacommunity

from Eastland and surrounding counties attended themmay. Spedes werepresated by
Eastlancdcounty judgdradStephensoandRonnie Robinson from Comanche Electric Cooperative.
Thehighlight of theceremay was a spaal weaher raa alarm est whichactivatel accoding to
planin the middé of Garys presentation. This illustrated to the group in real tiheeimportance

of the waining darm fedure of NVR.

Special Needs NWR Available on the Web. Information regarding NWR that addressbe
specialneeds of the deahdhearing impaired communitan be found at the following Web site:
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/NWRFhe site explains the special neetithe deaf and haaf hearing
and prowdes infomation onhow to viev and dowmload a nmber of NWR-relat& brochues.

Weather Radio Expansion. Two 1000-watt NWR transmitters wgsewered up and brought on-
airat Marvdl, Arkansasand Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Broadtaf the Marvell’'s station WNG-643
located in east-centrAlrkansa will originatefrom WFO Memphis though theuse of th&KkVRN

FM radio station tower. The second NWR station at Bartlesville will beeldaishe One Net
Towerin natheas Oklahomathrough the generousontributions of the State of Oklahoma Board
of Regerd. Fundsd purchae the NWR guipment ér both ofthesesiteswas etablished hrough
the USDA - Rural Utilities Senice grart program. The addtion of these twositesbringsto 23 the
number of NWR stations that have been brought on-air in SoutheionRbis fiscal year.

SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS & OUTREACH

Deep South Texas Gets Ready for Tropical Cyclones. WFO Brownsville SOO Kurt
Vanspeyboeck and foreastes Carl McHroy and Ramp Siera provided meteorological and
outrezh support to the City of Brownsville durindpeir annual Hurricane Expo. The ciy
Brownsvlle hosted and partneradth NWS, the anual pubc hurricane expas part btheir
outreach efforts to help mitigate the potenti@vastating impacts Deep South Texas would suffer
from a hurricane or tropical storm. Kurt provided a luaire briefng to theattendes and pua
heavyemphasi®on prepeednessnd safgy tips. Carland Ramostaffedthe NWS outach both

and interacted with hundreds of attendees iatedein hurricane awareness.

Southern Region WFO Hosts Visit from Potential Future Scientists. WFOTallahassee hosted
avisit from the"Capitd Area Youth Disater Colleye,"a grog of 60 teaage AnericanRed Cross
voluntees. The volueergarticipaed in meterological bridings and activties prowded byWCM
Bob Goree and SOOJVMWatson. Also included in the threeursession was a visit to the Florida
State University meteorolgglepartment, down theall from the WFO.
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATION
StormReady

There were six dditional SormReag recogitions in Soutrern Region dung July. WFO
Austin/SanAntonio recognized the community Lakeway Texas as StormReady,A@® Tamp@
addedPolk County, and WFOubbock added the oomunity of Floydada, Tgas, WFO Miai
addedboth Broward and Palm Beach counties while W&Hl@eveport addd the community of
Lufkin. The number of new StormReasltes in Southern Region has increased to a to&8 tdr
fiscal yea 2003.

NWS Assists with Arkansas Disaster Relief Request and Declaration. WFO Little RockWCM
JohnRobinson assisted the Arkansas Departt of EnergencyManagement with their federal
disasterdeclaration application efforts, lwyriting a summanpof the cumuktive seves weather
eventsto affect thre staé durng May. The first  day of Maybrough severethundertorms,
tornadoesnd flad floodingto manypartsof Arkansas, thevorst cogentraion in nealy 30 years.
The purpse of theequestvas to document the strire cumulative severe weather episodes tha
impacted Arkansas to help justitye federal declaration.

Significant Outreach Activity in South Louisiana. WFO New Orleans MI Paul Trotter, SOO
Mike Koziara and DAPM Gil Barton visited with local officials of St. TammBiyishin extreme
southeasLouigana to beer acaaint then with compexities oftropicd cyclones ad assciated
forecats. Mike usedhe oppaunity to meet fist-hand wth the nev emergncymanagefor theSt.
TammanyParish Office of Emergendreparedness (OERNd disuss any issues, questions or
suggestiongoncerning local NWS opations. The proactive meeting, initiated BYFO New
Orleansand attaded byKevin Davis, St. TammanyParishpresident, Bill Oiler and OEP director,
RodneyHart, provided a greatenderstanding and appreciation for thenplexities othe tropical
cyclonethreat and much improved line of commaation ketweenthe loch NWS and pash
officials.

Louisiana Officials Learn About New 5-Day Hurricane Forecast. WFO lake Chdes MIC
SteveRinard and WCM Roger Erickson, were invited to provide a ptasen on the new NHC 5-
dayhurricane foreastat the Louisiana Shelter Task Eemeeting in Alexandria, Louisiana. Steve
andRogerbriefed 25 attentive Louisiandfi@e of Emergencyreparedness officials on the outlook
for the 20@ hurricane season. Thayswered questions regardithg new 5-dayorecasts and
providedthe group with suggestions on how to best formatat#on information requestéar air
play on Weather Radio.
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U.S. Virgin Islands Emergency Managers. WFO San Juan WCNRafael Mojica traveled to the
U.S. Virgin Islands to conduct the FEMA NWS Hurricane Planning Course fom&&rgency
managersand coadinatorsfrom St.Thomas aa St. Croix. Tk coursevas spornsed bythe U.S.
Virgin Islands Emergey Managment Agencyand the FEMA Caribbean Division. The
comprehensivand informativecourse \as also #iended i the local mdia of the Vigin Islands.

Train the Trainer in Puerto Rico. WFO San Juan WCM Rafael Mojica conducted a "train the
trainer" three-hour session on hurricane prepaes for 60 employeeof the Puerto Rico
EmergencyManagement Agendyaining division. The thendeesvere povided wth electonic
presentationgnd background information to enable them to condegigrednestalks in the
respectivecommunities. The prografintly provides the NWS and emergenganagement
communitywith additonal resourceso colled¢ively helpmitigate theaffects of tropical agjones on

the locapopulation and theiresouces.

MEDIA/PUBLIC EXTERNAL SUPPORT

Interacting with Local Federal Executive Associations. = During a recent dcussion, WFO
BirminghamMIC Ken Grahanshared how muchas learned blgoth the WFO staff and executives
from otherfedeml agencies in the Birminghmarea when the latter visited the WFO for an
orientation. Other federabhgences are gsential prtnes in our mis®n, yet how mawg of their
employeedully understand theemarkable amomplishnents Southern Region field offices make
on a daily basis? Ken summarizes his experiencesattazhmento this montts Topics

WFO Tampa Bay Has Marine Weather Radio on the Air. As a pilot project, the “mariranly”
NOAA Weather Radio broadcasts, on a frequericy62.40 MHz in Largo, Florida, i@ now on
theair. The NWR marinenly broadcat is a reslt of a partnership between the NWS office and
NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service whichsnaoking for avay to get their message out
to mariners and realized thevantge of working within the &isting weather adio progam. f all
goes w#, NMFS wout like to expand this pdnerslip to all coasal commuities acoss the 5.

Public Boasts about WFO Birmingham Web site. WFO Birmingham recentiyeceived kudos
from the publicregading a vsit to their NWS Web site. Nicol Smith ¢foover, Alabama wrote:

“I just want to commendau for a fantatic serice this sie provieges to me ad my
family. The weather warning mapscHocal radamaps areasyto undertand with
the time of warning expiration listed in each couatyd the type of arnings color
coded.l havdived here for severears now antm still not sue wherezach canty
or city is located, so these maps a great help to sighead when mjausband is on
theroad and | andy children a@ home aloneNow as long as mgower stays on
for my laptop and JangeSpanis on the TVto keep us calm, we feel vesafe and
in good hands. Thanloy so much.”
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Oil Refinery Gets Severe Weather Safety Message. WFO Lake Chdes WCMRoger Erickson
provideda lightnng andhurricane safey presentdon to ove 500 cofractos at tie Citgo ol
refineryin Lake Charles. The timebafety messge, provided to workers dag the heart of the
Gulf of Mexico convectivaseason, was designed in response to the tangnber of lightning related
injuries orer the pst seval years.

NWS Teams with Local Electric Co-op on Severe Weather Preparedness. WFO Lake Charles
WCM Roger Eickson ad foreaser J@ Rua staffed an NWS outreach booth at the first annual
Beauregardlectric Co-Op open house. Between B @5 esidentsisited theNWS booth to
learn more about hurricanes and seweeather.

Middle Tennessee Ambulance Service Gets Skywarn Training. WFO Naskille WCM Jerry
Orchaniarprovided comprehensive “basic” andit@nced"Skywarn spotr trainng couses t®25
attendeesitthe local ambulance service in Jamestown, Tennesseal DJ “Turk” Baz ofradio
stationWDEB (AVI 104) comlucted aaped inérview wth Jerryregading thevital role Skywarn
spotters [ay in providng valable gound truthreportsto enhane the NWS wiing pogram.

Gulf Coast WFO Spearheads Rip Current Awareness. WFO Mobile has been spearheading a
effort to decreaethe number of rip current related drowrsrig their county warningrea. In the
pastfive to ten yees, more people have died from rip catrdrownings then angther weather
relatedevent in the CWAThe WFO hagulled together a trulyroad spectrum of near® entities
thatrepresent odeal with public rescue, beaches, media, tourism, etc. to explongesven how
to mitigate the rip current problem through cdilee outreach.

HYDROLOGIC SERVICES BRANCH

COE/NWS MEETING. Representatives from the NWS SouthBegion, WFOs Atlanta,
Mobile, and Bimingham and NWSH mieewith officials from the Corp of Engneers Mbile
District last monthd discuss tb reimbusable C@P Flood Catrol (FC) data nvork in Alabama
and Georga. Attendirng the meeting were HSB chiefd® Weiger, SR COOP program marnage
Mike Asmus WFO Atlarta DAPM Fank Taglor, WFO Brmingham DAPMDavid Wilfing, WFO
Mobile DAPM Gene Jacobi and hydrolpdocal point Keith Williams, Southeast RFC senior
hydrologicforecaster Jonathan Atwell, and Andgrvitz from NWSH. Presentationwere made
aboutthe COOP modernization program, the IVROCS C@@ia collection system delopedin
our region, and RFC products and servic&everal cdaboraive projets wereidentified in
associatiorwith the eimbursale COOPFC data network. Both agees agreed to collaborate on
futureCOOPaward presentations and educational oatreerkshogs for COORv/oluntees in this
reimbursable COOP FC data network.
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WFO ALBUQUERQUE GIVES DROUGHT PRESENTATION. Last month WFO
AlbuquerqueMIC Charlie Lliles made a special peggation on drought at the New Mexico Farm
andRanch Heritage Museum theaitet.as Cruces. The preagation was onef an ongoing series
of invited presentations wurrounding the museum's aurrent exhibit: "The Inside Sory of the
Roadsideview: Agriculture in the Msilla Valley." The New Mexco Fam and Rinch Heitage
Museumis a state-of-the-ad7-acre facilityunder the New Mexico Officef Cultural Affairs that
opened to the public in 1998.

SRRFC WEB TEAM EXPERIMENTAL PRODUCTS. The Southern Region RFC Web Team
wasformed to help standardize Wedisplays, make it eagsidor RFCs to share technolgggnd
developsome rempn-widegraplhcs. The teanimplemented two suites of region-wide experimental
productslast April. These product suites include precipitation and flash flood ged&ife)
informationgraphics.For both suites, a SR-wide graphic,mnas for each SR RFC, agdaphics
for each st® ae crated andsent to theSR Web semr. Thesuite of pecipitaion prodicts
includes daily preciptation, thepast 7 day of pre@itation,the pasii4 days prapitation, month-
to-dateprecipitation, and \g-to-datepreciptation. For all of hese prducts excpt the ddy
precipitation,the normal precipitation, departure from normal andqygrof normal graphcs are
created. For each ddi@n of FFG (1-, 3-, 6-, 12-, and 24-hounjaghics products are created.

The preipitation and FIE suites ofyraphics can b viewal at:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/rfcshare/p_SR.pfgr precipitation
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/rfcshare/ffg_ SR.pfgr FFG.

We encourge all dfices 0 sharehis information withtheir external customers befdeptember
30so theycan provide feedback on these experimental ptedildsers can provideedback on the
Website. Thee expemental poducts ad the fedback reeived wll be reviewedat the end of
Septembeto see ifthere is gfficient interestto contine these pducts. Changs will occur based
on customer feedback.

BACKUP HYDROLOGIC OPERATIONS. OnTueday, July 15, WFO Memphis suspended
localoperatons due t@lannecklectrical maintenance. Servicelhylogist Buzz Merchlewitz was
detailedto WFO Little Rock to issue the tigo and aviation products. However, londay, WFO
Nashvilleservice hgrologist Mike Murphyand Buzz deided to &ercise tle secondryhydologic
service backup capabilitySo while Buzz was in Little Rodiaking careof the Memphis aviation
products Mike issued all the Memphis hydroiogroducts frorWFO Nashville using the backup
featureavailabbe in RiverPro. Buzz was able to monitor the hydro progutom Little Rock as
Mike issued them. Thergerevirtually no problens. The hgiro prodets went at to the pblic in

a seamless fashion. After it was done, Mike saidkt"m@e, give him something hard to do!”
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SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

CSTAR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. The Fr2004 Reqest br Poposé#s for the NNVS
CollaborativeSaence, Technology, and Applied Research (CSTAR) Progrhas been published.
CSTAR fosters collaborative researameng forecasters and rasehers at universities, with the
goal of contributing to improved forecasts ard warnings It is hoped to fund as many fasir new
CSTAR projects next fiscal yeawith individual awards of up to $125,000/yéar each approved
project Projectanayextend forthree yars. The deadline for universitige submit poposals in
responséo thislatestRFP is October 23, 2003. Following the review and@amdiprocess, funding

is expected to become availalteApril 2004. We encourage offices to discuss possibilities for
projecswith univesity contacs. More information can be obtained from SSD, ocbgtacting the
NWSH Offi ce of Saence and Technology (samuel.contorno@noaa.gov

NCAS COLLABORATION. The NOAA Center for Atmospheric Sciences (NCAS) is led by
HowardUniv ersity, in coll aboration with threepartners: Jackson State University, the University of
Texasat El Paso and theniversity of Puerto Rico at Maguez. NCAS is part of NOAA’s
EducationaPartneship Progam withMinority Servinglinstitutions, gprimarygoal ofwhich is to
increase the number of qualifiaddwell-trained graduates in the atmosphediences for career
oppatunitieswith NOAA andother featral agncies.NCAS aims tdoster omprehasive aademic
andreseach traning programs atthe spons@d schols and cpitalize onthe stregth of these
universty partners. All partners will contribute to training workshopsmofesnal corierenes,
sharedcoursesand semiars, outeach atvities, sudentrecrutment and metoring, and will
conduct and present NOAA relatedearch.

In support of the abov&/FO Jackson SOO Jeff Craven receptly his previous experiencethe
StormPredictiomn Centerad good use and provided seminars at Jacksate on the subject of local
modelingand sevee wedher foecastig in the SatheastAt theme®scale modeling workshop Jeff
describedevere weath@arameers properuse of pecels wien calalatingCAPE and CL haghts,
anddiscusse bounday layer depth vesus tle most accurate mean kyparcel. His audience of
faculty and sudents included about a dbzen graduate students, many from Howard Univ ersity.

EXTENSION SERVICE VISIT TO TAMPA. While on leave in Florida Dan Smith (SSD)
visitedWFO Tampa Bajrea on July 15, alongith Lake Countgxtension agent John Jackson and
Larry Treadaway The two are closelynvolved with FAWN (the Flada Agricultural Weather
Network). FAWN sites arestatewi@ and thg have beconean important part of a growing sace
observatiormesonet. FAWN data are used routinalyocal models and dgiopeitions at the
FloridaWFOs. The officevisit provided the University of Flamta staffers an opportunitp learn
first-handabout IFPS and NDFD ogaions, and to understand hgwdded forecast productsrca
be utilized in their extension service programs. ef¥lwee quickto realize the potential for
applicationsof high resolution products, having a number of specific ptsjalreadyin mind.
Althoughrootedin agriculturd services, the stge extensio servie now supprts custmers with

a broad ange dweathe-relaed inteests,and they a a natural partner faur malernzed NWS
operatons.
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HURRICANE MODEL TELETRAINING. During August BernardMeisner (SSD) will
continuehis series of teletraining sessiaescribing recent chaegin the various guidanogodels
used by, and prodtgissued by, thePC/NHC. Tis includes the Dayt and Day fore@asts,and
updateso the GFDL Hurricae Model and the hurricane ensembles. Follovdngsessions in Jyl
the onehour preentatiorwill be rgpeated o the follaving ddes and tires:

Session 5:  TuesdayAugusts" 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. CDT
Session 6: TuesdayAugusts" 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. CDT
Session 7:  Thursdg, August 7' 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. CDT
Session 8:  Thursdg, August 7' 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. CDT

Somefamiliarity with the models will be assumed. While not a preiste for the tedtraning,
Bernardhas madevailalle a set b recorded presentations coveriagch of the models and
observingsysems ingreater detail. ibks to the recordeslessionswyith instrictions, ae avaliable
at: http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ssd/Teletraining/Hurricandfyou are iterestd in partigpatingin
oneor more of thdive sessions, please notifeiard which session(spy would prefer. Heuill
also provide instructions for downloading the live teletraininggmtion.

COMET PARTNERS STUDY DOWNBURSTS. On July 23rd Patrick Ryand Scott Blair,
studentgrom the University of buisianaat Monroe, visited WFO Shreveport as jpdid COMET
Partnerglroject on wet microburst storms. Paul Croft at ULM is the principal investigatdrhe
studenthavecompiledanextensie bibliogaphic eference list ormicrobust stormsiad from tlese
referenceghey have eveloped avironmetal paameterscorrepondingwith micrdourst dayg.
During their WFO visit, as part of their work tbevelop a onceptubmodel of amicrobust
producingstorm, Patrick an&cott used th#&/eatheEvent Simuhtor andocally archivel data to
evaluate three such storms.

The next day thestudems visited WFO Jackson where they discussen tiherk collecting and
analyzingcase sidiesand lmking closelyatthermodynamidkinematicand radarelaed sig@atures.
Jacksor600 (andormer $>Cforecaster) Jeff Craven shdresults otwo localreseach projets
onsummertime severe events in the Southeast which he has worked on intmjuitic Ashton
RobinsonCook (curent Jackon State biversitystudent and SCEP at the Storm Predicienter).
This COMET project involves several SR WF@lsng wth the SPC, and it should culminate in a
presentation at an AMS conference in the heare.

CLAUDETTE WEB SITE. WFO Corpus Christi posted an infoative Website shortly after
hurricaneClaudettanade ladfall in their county warning area in mid-July. It features imags from
before,during and after the event, includingany damag images from Victoria and Calhoun
Countiesin Texas, ad imags from geratiors inside theoffice during he storm. The sites at:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/crp/stories/hurricane/claudette/claudette.atrdl is besviewed vith
Internet Explorer.
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SOUTHERN REGION OFFICES PROVIDE WES SUPPORT TO THE TROPICAL
PREDICTION CENTER. This week forecasters and the huane specialists at the Tropical
PredictionCenter vere inteested irusing the Weather Event Simulator (WES) to revidve radar
imageryof Hurricane Cladette. WB Miami asisted in tke configiration of the TPC's WES
computerwhich had recentlgxperienced hard drive failure, and also in the re-installation of the
WES software. WFOs Corpus Christi and Houston usedtheir AWIPS archivemachines to make
CD-ROMswith the AWIPS radadata and sent theto the TPC. Bernard Meisner (SSD) geted
files containing the appropriate CRP and HGX lozations and necessasypporting directories
so the folks at the TPC could quickly begn viewing the radar imagery.

PICTURE OF THE MONTH. When yu think of WestTexas,you don't ofta think about
tropical storms, but this month's pictusBows the two are not mutually exclusive! On déiyhe
remnang of hurricane Claudette trekked ass thaVFO MidlandCWFA, still maintaining tropical
stormstrength. Forecaster Toddhtley reportel that as tb cente of the sorm crosed the Rio
Grandeabout 30 miles southwest of Dryden, Terrell County airpdrASOS recorded tasest
two-minute wind of 44 mph (38 kt) at 1158 CSThe peak gust was8 mph (50 ). Some lash
flood events were reportedn Terrell County wier covered FM 2886or a fav miles. A report
from the Big Bend indicated watever Hwy385, 38 milesouth of Marathon. Some sliglamage
was reported from a storm associated with the outermost bamdrofetcion. In the Dais
Mountainsa gust 063 mph (46 ® was reorded 81220 CSTat Mt. Locke. During thiate evening
andovernight high winds weralso measured lihe ASOS at Guadalupe Pass (5,8D0At The
Bowl (7,755 ft), asecond AOS site in t Guadape Mounains,sustained winds reached 35 mph
(30 kt) on the 2104 CST observation, with peaktgud 70 mph 61 kt) on tle 0104 CST
observation on the ¥7
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WSR-88D TRAINING. Enrolimentisnow open for the WSR-88D Distancearning @erations
CoursgDLOC). The DLOGis taught via a combination of teletraining, Web-based instruction, and
on-stationtraining. Students will also attend one of 8% day DIOC workshops ahe COMET
classroonin Boulde duringJanuaryand Feluary2004. Famal DLOC enrolinent is avaable orly

to meteorologists anaydrologists, includingiterns, whdiave not previouslyaenpleted DLOC or
the in-residene version of the WSR-88D Operations Course, but local officesutiage the
distancdearnirg materalsassociated with the DLO® provide basic radar training for HMTg;rte
or student employees. Completion of the@Lrequires a significant time commitmdram each
student,estimated to be 116 hours (88 on-station hours and 2Bskogr hours). With the
concurrencef their supervisorBydrologists maglect to take a shorteneersion of the course (58
hours)that does not include system opienas and control, convective weathestgyns,or the
DLOCworkshop. Fullinformation regardinggistration procedures haserprovide o all offices.

WFO EVALUATES MODIS DATA. WFO Huntsville is now incorporating MOBlsagllite
imageryinto theiroperations. MODIS (ModeraResolutionimagingSpectroradiometer) sensors
arecarriedonboard NASA'golar-abiting satellites Terrgwhich @sses tsm north tesouth aarss

the equator in the morning) andgda (whch passes south to north over the equator in the
afternoon). The two satellites view the entire Earth's stefawery 1-2 dgs, acquiring data in 36
spectrabands. In collaborationwith Dr. Gary Jedlovecof the NASA/Global Hydrology andClimate
Centerin Huntsvile, imageryfrom the MODIS instruments onboard the satellites is sent to the
forecatofficeto be vieved withinAWIPS. The data streammcludes visible imagergt 250-meter
resolutionand 1-km resolutiolR, water vaporrad the nighttime “fog product” imagy. h addition

to the highresoldion imagery, parameersderived from the MODIS data includingoud phase,
cloudtop pressure, total precipitable water, anediftrdex ae also being provided to the WFO.
An evaluaibn isbeing conducted e forecast staff to determine the vadfighese products and
their usefulness in forest andvarningoperatons. Fomore abat MODIS and to viee sample
productsgo to NASA’s Web sigé athttp://modis.gsfc.nasa.gov/

SPC VISITS MEMPHIS. Richard Thompson, one of the NCEP/Storm Prediction Center’s lead
severeweather forecasters, visited WH@emphisin mid-July to provideseminarson SPC
operatons and dignosis ofsuperck envirorments usiniRUC model ppximity sounding.

CLIMATE TRAINING. Ateletraining sesiontitled “ Navgating the Gimate Praliction Cener's
Web site” will be offered several times this month on the following datesugtdg}, 22, 25, 29

Thisclimate trainingsession Wi acquant users wh the format of the CPC Web site, highlight key
featureof the siteand disass som@opular poductsand how theyauld help local offices provide
enhanced climate services to the public. The training is intended partiguiar climate foal
points,but all intereste@mployees arevelcometo join the sssions.For more information check
the studat guideat: http://www.cira.colostate.edu/ramm/visit/climate.html

Registeffor the sessias bysendingan email @: visit@comet.ucar.eduTo accesthe teletraining
calendago to:http://www.@ra.cologate.eddramm/vist/ecal.esp.
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NASA ROADSHOW. For over thregears, @searchers at NASA’s Marshall Sp&tight Center
havebeen collaborating with NWS staff at WFO Huntsville and WFO Birtnamg on ways of
improvingshort-tem fore@sts and arnings. Efforts have centered time use ofinique NASA data
sets,ncluding totallightning products, polar-orbiting satellite ineag, andhigh-resolution model
output. The workhas begn to focis on wag of shaing theg dateeffedively with other Southern
Region offices, with an eytoward eventuallypnaking these products a national resaurce

OnJuly 10 several of the NASAsearchergBill Lapenta, Gay Jedlovec, Bill McCaul anRichard

Wohlman) accompanied WFO Huntsville SO0OmM Bradshaw and’D Jason Burksn a visit to
WFO Birmingham to provide a 904imute seminato the Brmingham staff Each ofthe NASA

visitors discussed a different aspect ofwk the/'re doingas a te@ with the HintsvilleNWS

staff to improve short-term forecast products. The semina well received and geraed

consideablediscussion. Prior to thasit, Jason worked with his Birmingham ITO countet@aeg

Machalato set up ingest of the NASA short-term forecast stpmp@duds in the Birmingham
AWIPS, so after the seminar the Birminghameftaisters werable to eview live versions of the
NASA products in their own operations area.

TheNASA and WFO Huntsville collaborative partners hope to rtethésaroadshow at a few other
nearbyWFOs later in the y@. After onlya little morethan a yer of operations, the WFO has
alreadyderivedbenefis from theunique dta sets thgve devéoped withthe collcated MSA
researchers, and the objective is to ski@isewith as many other offiseas possible.

PYTHON TRAINING. SSD has received three evaluation copiesTok"Complet Pyhon
TrainingCourse." This course, put togetbgrhe Deitécompanyincludes a textbookaudioCDs,
pythoncode CDs, additional examplasa WWW, solution sets, and PowerPoint lecture slides. The
evaluationcopies are a first step in assessingribed for nore copies, potentially orger site.
Thereis also the potential that this course could be as#te framework upon which a follow-on
residenceor distance-learning courseuwd be built, if necessaryBrian Motta, the Ercutive
Produceffor the IFPS ProfessionBlevelopment Series (PDS) from the NWS' Training Division,
hasrecommaded this ourseto meet stied trainingneeds ah has askethe regns to hgb him
evaluae its utility. This course should be maulaly uséul for these ative in writing text
formattes, Smart Tools, and working with Web aspects of publishing produ€ise noéd
shortaoming may be its la& of in-depth coveage ofnumerial Python. f you are itereste in
evaluating this course, please contact Jack Settelmaier, SSD.

Pythonis the programming languaghats the heart of the Graphical FoastEditor (GFE), written

by FSL, and is thusisal on a day basis byfield forecastes to consuct ther digital forecast
databass. Anyoneactive in writing Text Formatters, SmartTools, Smartinit, G/ preaedurs,

is at least familiar with the Python lamgge. For more datls on the specific course we are
evaluaing, please se¢he following two links:
http://www.informit.com/isapi/pyduct_id~%7B14E4C51D-889B-490E-B966-C464360A55D6%
7D/contat/indexaspandhttp://www.deitel.com/books/downloads.html#python
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KOREANS VISIT WFO BIRMINGHAM. Several officials associated with the Korean
MeteorologicalAdministration visited WFO Birmingham on July 29. Tleeg in the procesd
acquiringa number of radars from Enterpriseditenics Corp., locateith south AlabamaAt the
requestof EEC and the internanal vistors, the WFO staff welcomed an opportuniyshare
informationabout our operational use of Doppler radacluded in the group were the dit@cand
severamembers of the stafif the Remote Sensirgvision of the Forecast Bureau, the di of
researclat Korea'’s Inbrmation Communication Corp., and several representative&iegaMIC
KenGrahamwvelcomel the goup and povided aroverviev of WFO adar opeations.KevinPence
(SOO)led an office tour, demonstrated use of radita on AWIPS, andiscussed quality control
andgroundtruth. ESA John Peruzzo gave an overview of the Sun workstations and the RPG.
ForecasterBarone Jones and Mark Linhargilized the WE$o reviav a sevee wedher evat with
the visitors. Dale Mitchell and ToMiller discussed the RDA includintpe UPS, generator, and
thedish. The visitors expressed fascination with NatidviehtheiServiceoperatons, espaally
thoseduring ®vere veather The goup was gmarily concened withquality control, preipitation
estimate, radar maintenance, and data displpijons. Thealirecta explainel theirmain concerns
are tyhoons, ifand floaling, river floading, winter stoms, extreme&old, andextreme hat.

JOHN GRIFFITHS. We were sorryo learn thaprdfessor Joh Griffiths, a longtime faculty
memberof Texas A&M's meteorologgepartment, passewvay recenty. Prof. Giffiths was a
friend and teaber of may in the Natbonal Wedter Serice, bothas faclty member ad state
climatolayist. The compndium heedited in1994, Hadbook of Agricultural Meteaology, was
providedto all Southern Region offices for reégrce. He will be missed lys formerstudents and
colleagues alike.

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

AWIPS. Operatnal Buld 2 (OB2)was beta tested at four Southern Region sites and is scheduled
for deployment the first wé&eof August. Itis important that all sites perform gine-install portion
well in advane of the mstall da¢ toensure WWA and WarnGen template concernsdaeeased.

The contrat for the rew Linux workstéions has ben aweded to @S| which will field IBM
workstatons. The current schedule f@perational Acceptandeest sitess for insallation b begin
thesecond week of August angh through SeptembeNationaldeploynent is sceduled tdegin
in October and should be completetbg end of 2003.

Thecurren planis to Bip all wokstationsd the offces withNGIT providing fieldmodificaion kits

containingall the necessagomponents to hook them upisposal bthe HP wakstatiors will be
dealt with locally.
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An upgrade to the Satellite BroadcastWwak (SBN) is planaed for Augus in preparation for
addingmore data onto the SBN. A hardwarenaulg will allow compressedOES Easand GOES
Westdata to be moved to the same channel allowing the additiose®ad NWSTG channel
labeled NWSTG2.

IT/SECURITY. We received and respondieda coups of Immediate Rsponse Bta Calls
recently. @e had to do with a major vulnerabilitythe Cisco routers operatingsgm. Patches
weredownloaded and all SRH and field sites have been dgdreo meethe July 25 deadline.
Anotherpatch issed wasdr a vulneability in the Windows 2000, XP and NT 4.0 O/S. This was
issuedby the Dept. of Homland Security andbfwarded byhe NWS CIO’s office. This patch was
distributel and instuctions wee sent tdhe fieldto patch the servers. Response wasigueéOB
August 1.

NEXRAD. A nice displayf NWS teamvork was diplayed recently when the WSB8D at WFO
Brownsville went down and the local maintenance staff,vimious reasons, could not resgon
Whennotified of the dilemma ESA Don Parkerson &1dBill Harrison fom WFO Corps Christi
immediatéy made plans to travel to Brownsville. Whaey arived they weg able to diagnose the
radar problem ad ordernecessy parts fom NLSC. In dl, it took Dan and Bill two days
(additionalparts wee needd) tobring the radaiback to opratioral status.Our hats g off toboth
Don and Bill for the their commitment to the NWS and for a job well done.

WFOsAtlanta and Morristown installed ORPG Build 4.0 in edtlly. So far, the testing hasrge
well and has noprodu@d any major issuesitlv the software build. Full deploymeis still on
schedule to begin in September.

ASOS. Work continues to restore power to th€P at Shreveport. NWSH/OOS provided
emergencyunding to replace the shorted cable

Successfuhstallation of the latest test versioffirmware 2.7B-5 at the Verodach, FloriddASOS
hasbeen completed and is being tested.isTix corrects the problem some ASOS sites have
experienced with the FAA ADAS/ADARS interface.

NWR. TheNOAA Weather Radio prograoontinues to move forward with the completion of two
newinstallations during the month of July. The NeWR sites which recentlywent on the air and
are currentlyn the test and acceptance stageMarvell, Arkansas and Blasville, Oklahoma.
July's installations brings the number dVR installs in the Southern Region to 25 for FY03.
After Hurricane Claudette came on shore thedfia, Texas tansmitte went of the airdue to

damagesustained during the storrRepairs were quicklgnade andhe transmitter was back on the
air on July 22.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS. Inthe area dWR, we havéested ad acceted the ecuitsand
ROAMS ines forBartlesville andWoodward Oklahona; Marvé, Arkansas;andthe transmitter at
Dyersburg, Tenres®e has been moved over to the newudirand the old circuit will be
disconnectedWe have ordered the circuit for t8& Croix, Virgin Islandsite and are monitoring
its progress as well as other orders pendistallation in the near future.

We arecontinuirg to updée the fequeng dadabase sing thes-year reiew praessalong with the
NWS Headqueers frequencymanagers. We have noticed that some of the prispibed were
submittedpreviously had not beegrocessed bMWSH and are reviewin see what needs be

done to correct this issue. More than likele will have to resubmit the proposals for update.

We have been informed that, at this time, we cannotwe¢@ETS cards for eadleld office. We
will look intohow we can request at least a nundd&€BETS cards to share throughout theareg
insteadof havingone for @ch indivdual office. Thiswill allow us at leat minimum acess to
emergencgommunications services, if needed.

We have order@ frame elay upgades for WFOs Amarillo, Lubb&g Fort Worth, Tulsa, and
Normanin support of the CRAFT projecthese ee the irst of thesites testart ingesting radar data,
andrequire more bandwidth for this purpose. The ordershareg processed, and expecb&
installed and completed by thedeof this month.

Wehave ordered Bell South to move all of the comms lines at thévesyoffice from the terminal
MUX that ismoreprone to flooding to a terminal MUX located on the sectout Df the terminal
annexbuilding. This will ensure the reliabilitynd the survivability othe comms ahe KeyWest
office during severe weathevents. We hope to a&ve all tle lines moed bythe end othismonth.

OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIES BRANCH

UPPER-AIR OBSERVATION PROGRAM. Southern Region's Junpper air rankings were
excellentwith 16 of the 23 officeseceiving scores above thdinaal averageThe naiobnal average
in June was 288.53 oaf a possibl&00.00. Tk highst rankéd SoutherrRegion pper airsite in
Junewas WFQOJackson with a score of 298.11. Jackson’s upper air staff has doutstamding
job over the past three months maintaining an aeev8g97.63.

Otheroffices showing remarkable fhermance includetake Charles with dune score of 297.28,
Atlantawith a score of 293.90, Jacksonville with a score of 29 hreveport with a score of
293.67.

WFO Little Rock continue$o hold onto its Southern Regitead with a 12 month average scofe
294.31. Other ofices wih excellat 12 month werags inclde Corus Christi, 293.22,
Brownsvile, 292.54, [@l Rio, Teas, 292.14Nashvile, 292.10 Fort Woth, 291.55 Miami,
291.41, New Orleans, 290.99 and El Paso, with 290.34.
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RADIOSONDE REPLACEMENT SYSTEM (RRS). WFO Corpus Christi DAPM Dave
Davenportand ESA Don Parkerson, along with SRH prograaagers Alton Abernathy, Charlie
Lake,and Mike Asmus attended the RRS Deployment Plaitmegfing at the Sterling Test Center
last month. Corps Christiis an Opational Acceptace Tes (OAT) dte for tre new RRS
equipmeh The DAPM and ESA will participate in the performance evaluation of the ne
equipment in the initial stages of deplognt.

Importantagenda items shcs deploynent planing, sie installéion plan br OAT sies, fadity
readinsschecklst, MicorART removal/disposal, data continuity andial deployment schedules
werediscussed. Actions items from previdRRS ceploymern meetngswere reviewed and closed
with several new actions items identified.

SouthernRegion pper airprogran managper also received the first draft of the RRS Ofmera
Training Guide This training gude wasdistributel to four SRDAPMs, TomTarlton, Jimmy
Russell, James Maxwell, and Ralph Troutman, for comments. Comments were due August 1.

INTERAGENCY MEETING. An interagencyneeting betweethe National Weather Service
andthe Mobile District Office othe Corps oEngineers was held on J@g. The meeting focused
onNWS data acquisitioprocedues and rathods us@to dissenmatethe data within the agenand
to our paimers.

MIC/HIC SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES. As part of an effort to support and inform Southern
RegionMICs and HICs about therespasibilitiesoutlined inthe NVS Safety ManugNWSM 50-
1115),each of the&2 sections is being sortéat referencs to all MICs and HCs resposibilities.
This summey will be awailable br distritution in ealy August.

PC-ROSA FAILURE. The PC-ROSAlata igest conputer at WFO San Angelo suffered a
catastophic hardwae failue and, wh the awailability of the n&v Interactie VoiceRemote
ObservatiorCollecton System {{-ROCS), the decision was made not to repair tseegy. The
SanAngeloPC-ROSA wa one of bur compter systems useth SR tocollect neareal-time data
fromthe volunger obserers.With the introduction of IV-ROCS and WxCoderitwas determined

the remainirg threePC-ROSA sgtems arable to hadle the dad. Twoadditiond PC-ROSA
sygemswill be decommissioned over the next several months as more observers transition to the
modernize data cthection ysiems.

WFO SHREVEPORT WASTEWATER INVESTIGATION. Investigative work ontinuesad
determinghe cause of the low pH values in IM&-O Shreveport wastewater treatmergteyn. A
sitevisit by a sewag consultant did naesult in anyconclusive source of contamination, however,
we learned that the state wastewatempedoes not require sampling for fecal cdlifes, tota
suspendedolids, bidogicd oxygen demad, pH and total flow as long as the treateduefint
remains a the proprtyvia the spnkler sysem.
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ThepH valueis required by the pmit to be between 6.8nd 9.0, however, in recent readinighas
beenless thar8.0. With pH being a logarithmic function, this means the wastevwgatesre than
10,000times as @dic as the city wier supply. The manatturer of the treatment plant said the
aerobianicroorganisms should not be able to survitbiatpHlevel, however, no odors are evident
atthe treatment plant that would indicate it is no lorfgectionaland all other readings are notma
except for pH.

Thesewage consultant feels thereyha forégn substancesuch asleaningagentsn the treatment
plant. Efforts by the lodestaff weremadeearlier this spring to identifgnd eliminate all substances
thatmay be lowang the pH. The U.S. Public Health Service will now sample and aadhe
effluentto determir the chmical andbiologial constitients. Ooe the sorce ofthe low pHis
identified, the treatment plant can be pumped, cleanédestarted.

MIAMI SEWAGE PUMP FAILURE. One otwo sewage pumps failedtae TPC/WFQMiami

lift station and will be removed and replacedtliy maintenance contractor. Thdui@ was
detectedduring the monthly meteeadings for the sewagump timers to determine effludiaw

to the Dade County Environmehf@esources Managemnt (DERM system. These ks are
reportel to DERM onan annulabasis as @rt of thesubmittal ér the TPCWFO pernit reneval.

WIRE WEIGHT SAFETY SURVEY. The physical suryefor sakty guardrail heights at
SouthernRegion wire weight sites is nearieggnpletion. At present, about 40 sites have been
designateas primary siter purposes of stream flow datéhis remains a concern since NOAA-
OGC has found that low guardrail heighte ar violationof OSHA egulatons, whit effedively
prevens NWS emploges fron accesing these sites uess the $es @anbe moved, modified, or
abandoned.

GALVESTON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACILITY (GCEMF). The
GalvestonCounty Emergecy Managment Facility GCEMF) 90% design drawings yebee
reviewedand comments have been incorpedat A degn reviewmeetingwas scheuled in
Galvestoron August 04. Mostif not all, ofthe Galveton CountyCommissioners will attend the
first part d the meeting.

Currenty the project is scheduled to begin in October/Novenii¥¥3 with commton in
November/Decembe2004. Move in and operations fraime new fadity should cormence in
Februar005. The estimatembst of tie facility is$5.24M. Glveston County needs gproximatey
$2.1Mto complete the facilitysadesigned Galveston County has askibg Texas Department of
Public Safety Divisiorof Emerg@ncyManagment fo helpand recommendations for aagnount
justifiabe under the FEMA supplemental program whiecently hocated $50 million nationwide
for the EOC programA decision is expected frothe Department of Public Safetgon. In either
case the project will move forward as siied.
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ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

WFO MIAMI. MIC RustyPfost andc5O0 Pablo Santos, along with TPC's Eric Blake, participated
as judges in the NAACP's Afro-Acadec, Cultural, Techndogical and Scientific Olypics
(ACT-SO)eventat the Miami Beach Convention Center. Winners from more than 45 cities wer
choserin 25 categories ovéwo day of compation. ACT-SO was pd of the @th annuBNAACP
conventionin Miami Beach JulyL0-15. Ruty and Pablavere judges the Physics-eneygategry

and Eric wasa judgein the Physics-general category.

WFO SAN JUAN. WFO Sarduan WCM Rafael Mojicaonducted hurricane prepdress talks
for members othe San JuaBxchang Club, ad for stdf of the San Juan Medal Cenér Peditric
Hospital.

TEACHERS TAKE A LESSON ABOUT TROPICAL CYCLONES FROM THE PROS.
WFO San Juan WCM Rafael Mojica conductetivo-hour weather session on tropicalogesfor
agroup @ 25 K-12teaches from tle NASA Sunmand Eath Master Tacher leaderkip Progam.
The activity was sponsored lilge University of PuestRico Engineering School, as part obae
week wakshop, @rectedtoward tacherdrom the MrtheasU.S. The morning presentatiamas
followed by an aftenoon tour ®WFO San Jualed bySOO RachesrossandHMT Bob Cari. The
missionof the NASA Sun and Earth Master Teacheadership program is to ease @ence
literagy and stewad Sun-E&h connetion sci@ce resurces ér the chssroom.

SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS
July 1-31, 2003

Southern Region Losses

Name From (Office) | Action/Transfer From Title/Grade
Terrence Ebo, Jr. WFO LCH Transfer to ER Met Intern, GS-7
Robert Mé=all WFO EPZ Trarsferto WR ESA, GS-13
Teresa Deand FAA OKC Transfer to Tinker AFB ASA, GS-7
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Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
William O. Alexander | WFO EPZ Transfer from AR MIC, GS-14

Mark Love RFC ALR Transfer from ER Hydrologst, GS-12
Mary J. Black WFO MRX Trarsferfrom WR Forecaster, GS-12
Jody A. Holliday WFO EYW New Hire ASA, GS-5

Amie Browne WFO LZK New Hire SCEP, GS-4
VWithin Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
Sherrill Dean Hutsl! CWSUZJX | Transfer from WO FFC Forecaster, GS-12
Mark Conder WFO LUB Promotion from LUB Forecaster, GS-7
Paul Close WFO TBW Promoton from TBW Senior Forecaster, GS-1
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